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H 2288. 2

HOUSE BI LL 2372

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative Linville

Read first tine 02/ 28/ 2007. Referred to Commttee on Health Care &
VWl | ness.

AN ACT Relating to speech-language pathologists assistants;
amendi ng RCW 18. 35. 010, 18.35.040, 18.35.095, 18.35.150, 18.35.205, and
18. 35. 260; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is declared to be the policy of this
state that, in order to safeguard the public health, safety, and
wel fare, to protect the public from inconpetent, unscrupul ous,
unaut hori zed persons and unprofessional conduct, and to ensure the
availability of the highest possible standards of speech-|anguage
pat hol ogy services to the communicatively inpaired people of this
state, it is necessary to provide regulatory authority over persons
offering speech-language pathology services as speech-|anguage
pat hol ogi st assi stants.

Sec. 2. RCW18.35.010 and 2005 c 45 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

((As—used—+n)) The definitions in this section apply throughout
this chapter((5)) unless the context clearly requires otherwise((+)).
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(1) "Assistive listening device or systent nmeans an anplification
system that is specifically designed to inprove the signal to noise
ratio for the listener, reduce interference from noise in the
background, and enhance hearing levels at a distance by picking up
sound from as close to source as possible and sending it directly to
the ear of the listener, excluding hearing instrunents as defined in
this chapter.

(2) "Licensed audiologist" nmeans a person who is licensed by the
departnent to engage in the practice of audiology and neets the
gqualifications in this chapter.

(3) "Audiol ogy" neans the application of principles, nethods, and
procedures related to hearing and the disorders of hearing and to
rel ated | anguage and speech di sorders, whether of organic or nonorganic
origin, peripheral or central, that inpede the normal process of hunman
communi cation including, but not limted to, disorders of auditory
sensitivity, acuity, function, processing, or vestibular function, the
application of aural habilitation, rehabilitation, and appropriate
devices including fitting and dispensing of hearing instrunments, and
cerunen managenent to treat such disorders.

(4) "Board" nmeans the board of hearing and speech.

(5) "Departnment" nmeans the departnent of health.

(6) "Establishnent” neans any permanent site housing a person
engaging in the practice of fitting and dispensing of hearing
instruments by a hearing instrunent fitter/dispenser or audi ol ogist;
where the client can have personal contact and counsel during the
firm s business hours; where business is conducted; and the address of
which is given to the state for the purpose of bonding.

(7) "Facility" nmeans any permanent site housing a person engagi ng
in the practice of speech-language pathology and/or audi ol ogy,
excluding the sale, | ease, or rental of hearing instrunents.

(8) "Fitting and di spensing of hearing instrunents” neans the sale,
| ease, or rental or attenpted sale, lease, or rental of hearing
instruments together with the selection and nodification of hearing
instrunments and the adm ni stration of nondi agnostic tests as specified
by RCW 18. 35.110 and the use of procedures essential to the perfornmance
of these functions; and includes recommending specific hearing
i nstrunment systens, specific hearing instrunments, or specific hearing
i nstrunment characteristics, the taking of inpressions for ear nolds for

HB 2372 p. 2



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W WPNDNDNDNDNMNMNDNMNDNDDNNMNDNMNMNMNNNMNPEPPRPPRPRPRPPRPERPEPRPRPRPREPERE
N o oA WNEFE OO 0o N0 WDNPE OO oo N Ok WD Ee o

t hese purposes, the use of nondiagnostic procedures and equi pnent to
verify the appropriateness of the hearing instrunent fitting, and
hearing instrunent orientation. The fitting and di spensing of hearing
instrunments as defined by this chapter nmay be equally provided by a
|icensed hearing instrunment fitter/dispenser or |icensed audi ol ogi st.

(9) "Good standing" neans a licensed hearing instrunment
fitter/dispenser, licensed audiologist, or I|icensed speech-|anguage
pat hol ogi st whose |icense has not been subject to sanctions pursuant to
chapter 18.130 RCW or sanctions by other states, territories, or the
District of Colunbia in the last two years.

(10) "Hearing instrunent” means any wearabl e prosthetic instrunent
or device designed for or represented as aiding, i nprovi ng,
conpensating for, or correcting defective human hearing and any parts,
attachnments, or accessories of such an instrunent or device, excluding
batteries and cords, ear nolds, and assistive |listening devices.

(11) "Hearing instrunment fitter/dispenser”" means a person who isS
licensed to engage in the practice of fitting and di spensing of hearing
instrunments and neets the qualifications of this chapter

(12) "Interim permt holder"” means a person who holds the permt
created under RCW 18. 35. 060 and who practices under the supervision of
a licensed hearing instrunent fitter/dispenser, |licensed speech-
| anguage pat hol ogi st, or |icensed audi ol ogi st.

(13) "Secretary" nmeans the secretary of health.

(14) "Licensed speech-Ilanguage pathol ogi st" neans a person who is
licensed by the departnent to engage in the practice of speech-|anguage
pat hol ogy and neets the qualifications of this chapter.

(15) "Speech-language pathology" neans the application of
principles, nethods, and procedures related to the devel opnent and
di sorders, whether of organic or nonorganic origin, that inpede oral,
pharyngeal, or |laryngeal sensorinotor conpetencies and the nornma
process of human conmmuni cation including, but not [imted to, disorders
and rel ated di sorders of speech, articulation, fluency, voice, verba
and witten | anguage, auditory conprehension, cognition/comunication,
and the application of augnentative comruni cation treatnent and devices
for treatnment of such disorders.

(16) "Speech-I|anguage pathol ogist assistant"™ neans a person who
neets all the requirenents of this chapter and who provides speech-
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| anguage pathol ogy services under the direction and supervision of a
speech- | anguage pat hol ogi st .

(17) "Direct supervision"™ neans on-site, in-view observation and
gui dance by a speech-| anguage pathologist while an assigned clinica
activity is perforned by a speech-| anguage pat hol ogi st assi stant.

(18) "Indirect supervision"™ neans those activities other than
direct observation and gquidance conducted by a speech-Ianguage
pat hol ogi st that nmay include consultation, record review, review, and
eval uation of audio or videotaped sessions.

Sec. 3. RCW 18. 35. 040 and 2002 ¢ 310 s 4 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1)(a) An applicant for licensure as a hearing instrunent
fitter/di spenser nust have the followng mninum qualifications and
shall pay a fee determined by the secretary as provided in RCW

43.70. 250. An applicant shall be issued a |icense under the provisions
of this chapter if the applicant:

((6(&1))(i)(A Satisfactorily conpletes the hearing instrunment
fitter/di spenser exam nation required by this chapter; or

((+H)) (B) Holds a current, unsuspended, unrevoked |icense from
another jurisdiction if the standards for l|icensing in such other
jurisdiction are substantially equivalent to those prevailing in this
st at e;

((b)y)) (ii) Satisfactorily conpletes a mninum of a two-year
degree programin hearing instrunent fitter/di spenser instruction. The
program nust be approved by the board; and

((€e))) (iii) Has not commtted unprofessional conduct as specified
by the uniformdisciplinary act.

(b) The applicant nust present proof of qualifications to the board
in the manner and on fornms prescribed by the secretary and proof of
conpletion of a mninmum of four clock hours of AIDS education and
training pursuant to rul es adopted by the board.

(2) (@) An applicant for licensure as a speech-| anguage pat hol ogi st
or audi ol ogi st nust have the follow ng m ninum qualifications:

(((8))) (i) Has not commtted unprofessional conduct as specified
by the uniformdisciplinary act;

(((b)y)) (i) Has a nmnmmster's degree or the equivalent, or a
doctorate degree or the equivalent, froma programat a board-approved
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institution of higher Jlearning, which includes conpletion of a
supervi sed clinical practicum experience as defined by rul es adopted by
t he board; and

((€e)y)) (iii) Has conpleted postgraduate professional work
experi ence approved by the board.

(b) Al qualified applicants nust satisfactorily conplete the
speech- | anguage pat hol ogy or audiology exam nations required by this
chapter.

(c) The applicant nust present proof of qualifications to the board
in the manner and on fornms prescribed by the secretary and proof of
conpletion of a mninmum of four clock hours of AIDS education and
training pursuant to rul es adopted by the board.

(3) An applicant for licensure as a speech-|anguage pathol ogi st
assi stant nust have the following mninumaqualifications:

(a) An associate of arts or sciences degree, or a certificate of
proficiency, froma speech-|anguage pathol ogi st assistant programfrom
an institution of higher education that is approved by the board, as is
evi denced by the foll ow ng:

(i) Transcripts showing forty-five quarter hours or thirty senester
hours of speech-| anguage pathol ogy techni cal coursework; and

(ii) Transcripts showing forty-five quarter hours or thirty
senester hours of general education credit; or

(b) A bachelor of arts or bachelor of sciences degree, as evidenced
by transcripts, from a speech and hearing |anguage pathol ogy program
froman institution of higher education that is approved by the board.

Sec. 4. RCW18.35.095 and 2002 ¢ 310 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A hearing instrunent fitter/dispenser licensed under this
chapter and not actively practicing nay be placed on inactive status by
the departnment at the witten request of the licensee. The board shall
define by rule the conditions for inactive status |icensure. I n
addition to the requirenents of RCW43.24.086, the licensing fee for a
i censee on inactive status shall be directly related to the costs of
adm nistering an inactive license by the departnent. A hearing
instrument fitter/dispenser on inactive status may be voluntarily
pl aced on active status by notifying the departnent in witing, paying
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the remainder of the licensing fee for the licensing year, and
conplying with subsection (2) of this section.

(2) Hearing instrunent fitter/di spenser inactive |licensees applying
for active licensure shall conply with the following: A licensee who
has not fitted or dispensed hearing instrunents for nore than five
years from the expiration of the licensee's full fee |license shall
retake the practical or the witten, or both, hearing instrunent
fitter/di spenser exam nations required under this chapter and other
requi renents as determned by the board. Persons who have inactive
status in this state but who are actively licensed and i n good standi ng
in any other state shall not be required to take the hearing instrunent
fitter/di spenser practical exam nation, but nust submt an affidavit
attesting to their know edge of the current WAshington Adm nistrative
Code rules and Revised Code of Washington statutes pertaining to the
fitting and di spensing of hearing instrunents.

(3) A speech-language pathol ogist, speech-Ilanguage pathol oqgi st
assistant, or audiologist |licensed under this chapter and not actively
practicing either speech-|anguage pathol ogy or audi ol ogy may be pl aced
on inactive status by the departnent at the witten request of the

Ii cense hol der. The board shall define by rule the conditions for
i nactive status |icensure. In addition to the requirenents of RCW
43.24.086, the fee for a license on inactive status shall be directly
related to the cost of admnistering an inactive license by the

departnment. A person on inactive status may be voluntarily placed on
active status by notifying the departnment in witing, paying the
remai nder of the fee for the year, and conplying with subsection (4) of
this section.

(4) Speech- | anguage pat hol ogi st, speech-| anguage pat hol oqi st
assistant, or audiologist inactive license holders applying for active
licensure shall conply with requirenents set forth by the board, which
may i nclude conpletion of continuing conpetency requirenments and taking
an exam nati on.

Sec. 5. RCW18.35.150 and 2002 ¢ 310 s 15 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) There is created hereby the board of hearing and speech to
govern the three separate professions: Hearing instrunment
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fitting/di spensing, audiology, and speech-|anguage pathol ogy. The
board shall consist of ((ter)) eleven nenbers to be appointed by the
gover nor.

(2) Menbers of the board shall be residents of this state. Three
menbers shall represent the public and shall have an interest in the
ri ghts of consuners of health services, and shall not be or have been
a nenber of, or married to a nenber of, another licensing board, a
licensee of a health occupation board, an enployee of a health
facility, nor derive his or her primary livelihood fromthe provision
of health services at any |evel of responsibility. Two nmenbers shal
be hearing instrunment fitter/di spensers who are |icensed under this
chapter, have at |east five years of experience in the practice of
hearing instrunment fitting and di spensing, and nust be actively engaged
in fitting and di spensing within two years of appointnent. Two nenbers
of the board shall be audiol ogists |licensed under this chapter who have
at least five years of experience in the practice of audiol ogy and nust
be actively engaged in practice within two years of appointnent. Two
menbers of the board shall be speech-|anguage pathologists |icensed
under this chapter who have at |east five years of experience in the
practi ce of speech-|anguage pathol ogy and nust be actively engaged in
practice wthin two years of appointnent. One nenber of the board
shall be a speech-language pathol ogist assistant |icensed under this
chapter who has at least five years of experience as a speech-I|anguage
pat hol ogi st assi stant and nust be actively engaged in practice within
two years of appointnent. One advi sory nonvoting nenber shall be a
medi cal physician licensed in the state of Washi ngton.

(3) The termof office of a nenber is three years. O the initial
appoi ntnents, one hearing instrunent fitter/dispenser, one speech-
| anguage pathologist, one audiologist, and one consuner shall be
appointed for a term of two years, and one hearing instrunent
fitter/di spenser, one speech-| anguage pat hol ogi st, one audi ol ogi st, and
two consuners shall be appointed for a term of three years.
Thereafter, all appointnents shall be made for expired terns. No
menber shall be appointed to serve nore than two consecutive terns. A
menber shall continue to serve until a successor has been appoi nt ed.
The governor shall either reappoint the nenber or appoint a successor
to assune the nenber's duties at the expiration of his or her
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predecessor's term A vacancy in the office of a nenber shall be
filled by appointnent for the unexpired term
(4) The chair shall rotate annually anong the hearing instrunent

fitter/di spensers, speech- | anguage pat hol ogi sts, speech-| anguage
pat hol ogi st assi stant, audiol ogi sts, and public nmenbers serving on the
board. In the absence of the chair, the board shall appoint an interim
chair. 1In event of atie vote, the issue shall be brought to a second

vote and the chair shall refrain fromvoting.

(5) The board shall neet at |east once each year, at a place, day
and hour determned by the board, unless otherwise directed by a
majority of board nenbers. The board shall also neet at such other
times and places as are requested by the departnent or by three nenbers
of the board. A quorum is a mmjority of the board. A hearing
i nst runent fitter/di spenser, speech- | anguage pat hol ogi st and
audi ol ogi st nust be represented. Meetings of the board shall be open
and public, except the board may hol d executive sessions to the extent
permtted by chapter 42.30 RCW

(6) Menbers of the board shall be conpensated in accordance with
RCW 43.03.240 and shall be reinbursed for their travel expenses in
accordance wth RCW43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(7) The governor may renove a nenber of the board for cause at the
recomendation of a majority of the board.

Sec. 6. RCW18.35.205 and 2002 ¢ 310 s 22 are each anended to read
as follows:

The |l egislature finds that the public health, safety, and welfare
woul d best be protected by uniform regulation of hearing instrunent

fitter/di spensers, speech- | anguage pat hol ogi sts, speech-| anguage
pat hol ogi st assistants, audiologists, and interim permt holders
t hroughout the state. Therefore, the provisions of this chapter

relating to the licensing of hearing instrunent fitter/dispensers,
speech- | anguage pat hol ogi sts, speech-1anguage pathol ogi st assi stants,
and audiologists and regulation of interim permt holders and their
respective establishnments or facilities is exclusive. No politica
subdi vision of the state of Wshington within whose jurisdiction a
hearing instrunment fitter/dispenser, audiologist, or speech-|anguage
pat hol ogi st establishnment or facility is located may require any
regi strations, bonds, licenses, certificates, or interimpermts of the
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establishment or facility or its enployees or charge any fee for the
sanme or simlar purposes: PROVIDED, HOAEVER, That nothing herein shal
limt or abridge the authority of any political subdivision to |evy and
collect a general and nondiscrimnatory license fee levied on all
busi nesses, or to levy a tax based upon the gross busi ness conducted by
any firmw thin the political subdivision.

Sec. 7. RCW18.35.260 and 2002 ¢ 310 s 26 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) A person who is not a licensed hearing instrunent
fitter/dispenser may not represent hinself or herself as being so
licensed and may not use in connection with his or her nanme the words
"licensed hearing instrument fitter/dispenser,” "hearing instrunent
specialist,” or "hearing aid fitter/dispenser,” or a variation,
synonym word, sign, nunber, insignia, coinage, or whatever expresses,
enploys, or inplies these ternms, nanmes, or functions of a |icensed
hearing instrunent fitter/dispenser.

(2) A person who is not a licensed speech-|anguage pat hol ogi st may
not represent hinmself or herself as being so |licensed and may not use
in connection with his or her nanme the words including "licensed
speech-| anguage pathologist” or a variation, synonym word, sign,
nunber, insignia, coinage, or whatever expresses, enploys, or inplies
these terns, nanes, or functions as a licensed speech-|anguage
pat hol ogi st .

(3) A person who is not a licensed speech-|anguage pathol ogi st
assistant may not represent hinself or herself as being so |licensed and
may not use in connection with his or her nane the words including
"licensed speech-language pathologist assistant” or a variation,
synonym word, sign, nunber, insignia, coinage, or whatever expresses,
enploys, or inplies these ternms, nanes, or functions as a |icensed
speech- | anguage pat hol ogi st assi st ant.

(4) A person who is not a |licensed audiol ogist may not represent
hi nsel f or herself as being so |icensed and may not use in connection
with his or her name the words "licensed audiol ogist” or a variation,
synonym |letter, word, sign, nunber, insignia, coinage, or whatever
expresses, enploys, or inplies these terns, nanes, or functions of a
I i censed audi ol ogi st.
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((64))) (5) Nothing in this chapter prohibits a person credential ed
in this state under another act fromengaging in the practice for which
he or she is credenti al ed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. An applicant for licensure as a speech-
| anguage pat hol ogi st assistant may neet the requirenents for a |license
to practice as a speech-| anguage pat hol ogi st assistant if, within one
year of the effective date of this section, he or she submts a
conpetency checklist to the board of hearing and speech, as defined by
the board by rule.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. The code reviser is directed to put the
defined terns in RCW18. 35.010 in al phabetical order.

~-- END ---
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