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HOUSE BI LL 2343

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Quall, Santos and Hal er

Read first tine 02/ 22/ 2007. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to revising the high school assessnent system and
graduation requirenents; amending RCW 28A. 655. 061, 28A. 230. 090,
28A. 155. 045, 28A.195.010, 28A. 200.010, and 28A 600.310; and repealing
RCW 28A. 655. 063 and 28A. 655. 065.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 28A. 655. 061 and 2006 c¢c 115 s 4 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The high school assessnent system shall include but need not be
limted to the Wshington assessnent of student learning((s)) and
opportunities for a student to retake the content areas of the
assessment in which the student was not successful ((;—and—if—approved

by—the—t-egh-statwre—pursyant—to-—suhsect-on—{10)—olthis—secti-on—one—or
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graduation)).

((3))) (2) Beginning with the graduating class of 2008, with the
exception of students satisfying the provisions of RCW 28A. 155. 045, a
student who neets the state standards on the reading, witing, and
mat hemati cs content areas of the high school Washington assessnent of
student |earning shall earn a certificate of academ c achievenent.
Beginning with the graduating class of 2010, a student nust neet the
state standards in science in addition to the other content areas
required under this section on the Washington assessnent of student
learning to earn a certificate of academ c achievenent. A certificate
of academ c achievenent is evidence that a student has successfully net
the state standard in the content areas included in the certificate, as
neasured by the WAshi ngton assessnent of student |learning, but is not
required for high school graduation.

(3) If a student does not successfully neet the state standards in
one or nore content areas required for the certificate of academc
achi evenent, then.

(a) The school district shall prepare a student |earning plan that
specifies the courses and conpetencies the student nust conplete to be
eligible for high school graduation. The courses and conpetenci es nust
be designed to increase the student's proficiency toward neeting or
exceeding the state standards in the content areas in which the student
was not proficient on the WAshington assessnent of student |earning;
and

(b) The student nust retake the assessnent in the content areas at
least annually until the student neets the state standard or the
student graduates from high school. The student may retake the
assessnment in the content area up to four tinmes at no cost to the
st udent . If the student successfully neets the state standards on a
retake of the assessnment then the student shall earn a certificate of

academ c achi evenent. ( ( Orce—objective—alternative—assesspents—are
hori I | . 10} of thi on. I
I b . I . I I I
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£6y)) (4) A student may retain and use the highest result from each
successfully conpl eted content area of the high school assessnent.

((H—Begianing—+n—2006-)) (5) School districts nmust nmake avail abl e
to students the follow ng options:

(a) To retake the Washi ngton assessnent of student learning up to
four tines in the content areas in which the student did not neet the
state standards if the student is enrolled in a public school; or

(b) To retake the Washi ngton assessnent of student learning up to
four tines in the content areas in which the student did not neet the
state standards if the student is enrolled in a high school conpletion
program at a community or technical coll ege. The superintendent of
public instruction and the state board for community and technica
colleges shall jointly identify neans by which students in these
prograns can be assessed.

((68))) (B6) Students who achieve the standard in a content area of
t he hi gh school assessnment but who wish to inprove their results shal
pay for retaking the assessnent, using a uniformcost determ ned by the
superintendent of public instruction.

i (7)
Qpportunities to retake the assessnent at |east twce a year shall be
avai l abl e to each school district.

p. 3 HB 2343
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standard for mathematiecs—
1)) (8) By Decenmber 15, 2004, the house of representatives and
senate education committees shall obtain information and concl usi ons

fromrecogni zed, independent, national assessnent experts regarding the
validity and reliability of the high school Washington assessnent of
student | earning for making individual student high school graduation
determ nati ons.

((+2)) (9) To help assure continued progress in academc
achi evenent as a foundation for high school graduation ((anrd+te—-assure
Hrat—students—are—on—track—ftor—hgh—school—graduatton) ), each schoo

district shall prepare plans for students as provided in this

subsection ((£2)) (9).
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(a) Student learning plans are required for eighth through
((twelfth)) tenth grade students who were not successful on any or al
of the content areas of the Washi ngton assessnent for student |earning
during the previous school year. The plan shall include the courses,
conpetenci es, and other steps needed to be taken by the student to neet

state academ ¢ standards ((anrd—stay—oen—track—ftor—graduvation——TFhis
requirenent shall be phased in as follows:

((++)y)) (i) The parent or guardian shall be notified, preferably
t hrough a parent conference, of the student's results on the Washi ngton
assessnent of student |earning, actions the school intends to take to
i nprove the student's skills in any content area in which the student
was unsuccessful, strategies to help them inprove their student's
skills, and the content of the student's plan.

((wr)) (ii) Progress made on the student plan shall be reported
to the student's parents or guardian at |east annually and adjustnents
to the plan nmade as necessary.

(hy ((Begtaning—wth—the—2005-06—school—year—and—every—year
thereafter)) Al fifth grade students who were not successful in one
or nore of the content areas of the fourth grade Washi ngton assessnent
of student |earning shall have a student |earning plan.

(i) The parent or guardian of ((&)) the student ((deseribed+nthis
subseet+on—(123{b))) shall be notified, preferably through a parent
conference, of the student's results on the Washington assessnent of
student |earning, actions the school intends to take to inprove the
student's skills in any content area in which the student was
unsuccessful, and provide strategies to help them inprove their
student's skills.

(ii) Progress nmade on the student plan shall be reported to the
student's parents or guardian at |east annually and adjustnents to the
pl an made as necessary.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A. 230. 090 and 2006 c¢c 114 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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(1) The state board of education shall establish high school
graduation requirenents or equivalencies for students, except those
equi val enci es established by local high schools or school districts
under RCW 28A. 230. 097.

(a) Any course in Washington state history and governnent used to
fulfill high school graduation requirenents shall consider including
information on the culture, history, and governnent of the Anmerican
| ndi an peopl es who were the first inhabitants of the state.

(b) ((Fhe)) Students nmmy, but are not required to, earn a
certificate of academc achievenent ((reguirerents)) under RCW
28A. 655. 061 or t he certificate of i ndi vi dual achi evenent
((regui+rerents)) under RCW 28A. 155. 045 ((are—regui+ed)). Students who
do not earn a certificate of academ c achievenent or a certificate of
i ndi vi dual achi evenent nust successfully conplete the courses and
achi eve the conpetencies specified in the student |earning plan under
RCW 28A. 655.061(3) and retake the Washington assessnent of student
learning as specified under RCW 28A. 655.061(3) to be eligible for

graduation from a public high school ((but—are—net—the—only
requirenents for graduation)).

(c) Any decision on whether a student has nmet the state board's
hi gh school graduation requirenents for a high school and beyond pl an
shall remain at the | ocal |evel

(2) In recognition of the statutory authority of the state board of
education to establish and enforce mninmum high school graduation
requi renents, the state board shall ©periodically reevaluate the
graduation requirenments and shall report such findings to the
| egislature in a tinmely manner as determ ned by the state board. The
state board shall reevaluate the graduation requirenents for students
enrolled in vocationally intensive and rigorous career and technica
education prograns, particularly those prograns that l|lead to a
certificate or credential that is state or nationally recognized. The
pur pose of the evaluation is to ensure that students enrolled in these
prograns have sufficient opportunity to earn a certificate of academ c
achi evenent, conplete the programand earn the programs certificate or
credential, and conplete other state and | ocal graduation requirenents.
The board shall ((reports—freport})) report its findings and
recommendations for additional flexibility in graduation requirenents,
if necessary, to the legislature by Decenber 1, 2007.
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(3) Pursuant to any requirenment for instruction in |anguages other
than English established by the state board of education or a | ocal
school district, or both, for purposes of high school graduation,
students who receive instruction in Anerican sign |anguage or one or
nore Anerican Indian | anguages shall be considered to have satisfied
the state or Jlocal school district graduation requirenent for
instruction in one or nore | anguages ot her than English.

(4) If requested by the student and his or her famly, a student
who has conpleted high school courses before attending high school
shal | be given high school credit which shall be applied to fulfilling
hi gh school graduation requirenents if:

(a) The course was taken with high school students, if the academ c
| evel of the course exceeds the requirenments for seventh and eighth
grade cl asses, and the student has successfully passed by conpleting
the same course requirements and exam nations as the high school
students enrolled in the class; or

(b) The academ c | evel of the course exceeds the requirenments for
seventh and ei ghth grade classes and the course would qualify for high
school credit, because the course is simlar or equivalent to a course
offered at a high school in the district as determ ned by the schoo
district board of directors.

(5) Students who have taken and successfully conpl eted high school
courses under the circunstances in subsection (4) of this section shal
not be required to take an additional conpetency exam nation or perform
any ot her additional assignnment to receive credit.

(6) At the college or wuniversity level, five quarter or three
senester hours equals one high school credit.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A.155.045 and 2004 c¢c 19 s 104 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

Beginning wth the graduating class of 2008, students served under
this chapter, who are not appropriately assessed by the high school
Washi ngt on assessnent system as defined in RCW 28A. 655. 061, even with
accommodations, nmay earn a certificate of individual achievenent. The
certificate may be earned using nultiple ways to denonstrate skills and
abilities comensurate with their individual education progranms. The
determ nation of whether the high school assessnent system is
appropriate shall be made by the student's individual education program
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the—onlyrequirerent—for—graduatien—)) \Wien neasures other than the
hi gh school assessnment system as defined in RCW 28A. 655. 061 are used,

the nmeasures shall be in agreenent with the appropriate educationa
opportunity provided for the student as required by this chapter. The
superi ntendent of public instruction shall develop the guidelines for
determ ni ng which students should not be required to participate in the
hi gh school assessnent system and which types of assessnents are
appropriate to use.

When neasures other than the high school assessnent system as
defined in RCW 28A 655.061 are used ((fer—high—school—graduatioen
purpeses)), the student's high school transcript shall note whether
t hat student has earned a certificate of individual achievenent.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to deny a student the
right to participation in the high school assessnent system as defi ned
in RCW 28A.655.061, and, upon successfully neeting the high school
standard, receipt of the certificate of academ c achi evenent.

Sec. 4. RCW 28A.195.010 and 2004 c¢c 19 s 106 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

The | egislature hereby recognizes that private schools should be
subject only to those mninum state controls necessary to insure the
health and safety of all the students in the state and to insure a
sufficient basic education to neet usual graduation requirenents. The
state, any agency or official thereof, shall not restrict or dictate
any specific educational or other prograns for private schools except
as hereinafter in this section provided.

Principals of private schools or superintendents of private schoo
districts shall file each year wiwth the state superintendent of public
instruction a statenent certifying that the mninum requirenents
hereinafter set forth are being net, noting any deviations. After
review of the statenent, the state superintendent will notify schools
or school districts of those deviations which nust be corrected. In
case of major deviations, the school or school district may request and
the state board of education nay grant provisional status for one year
in order that the school or school district may take action to neet the
requi renents. The state board of education shall not require private

HB 2343 p. 8
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school students to neet the student |earning goals, ((ebtatnr—a
certificate of academc¢c achievenent, or a certificate of individual
achi-everent—to—graduate—fromhigh—sehool-)) to master the essentia
academc learning requirenents, or to be assessed pursuant to RCW
28A. 655. 061. However, private schools may choose, on a voluntary
basis, to have their students master these essential academ c |earning
requi renents, take the assessnents, and obtain a certificate of
academ c achievenent or a certificate of individual achievenent.
M ni mum requi renments shall be as foll ows:

(1) The mninmm school year for instructional purposes shal
consist of no less than one hundred eighty school days or the
equi val ent in annual m ni mum program hour offerings as prescribed in
RCW 28A. 150. 220.

(2) The school day shall be the same as that required in RCW
28A.150. 030 and 28A.150.220, except that the percentages of total
program hour offerings as prescribed in RCW 28A. 150.220 for basic
skills, work skills, and optional subjects and activities shall not
apply to private schools or private sectarian schools.

(3) Al classroomteachers shall hold appropriate Washi ngton state
certification except as follows:

(a) Teachers for religious courses or courses for which no
counterpart exists in public schools shall not be required to obtain a
state certificate to teach those courses.

(b) I'n exceptional cases, people of unusual conpetence but w thout
certification may teach students so long as a certified person
exerci ses general supervision. Annual witten statenents shall be
submtted to the office of the superintendent of public instruction
reporting and expl ai ni ng such circunst ances.

(4) An approved private school nmay operate an extension program for
parents, guardians, or persons having legal custody of a child to teach
children in their custody. The extension program shall require at a
m ni mum t hat :

(a) The parent, guardi an, or custodi an be under the supervision of
an enployee of the approved private school who is certified under
chapter 28A. 410 RCW

(b) The planning by the certified person and the parent, guardi an,
or person having | egal custody include objectives consistent with this
subsection and subsections (1), (2), (5), (6), and (7) of this section;

p. 9 HB 2343



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W NN NNNMNNMNMNNMNNMNNRRRRRRRRRR
O © 0N O O W NPEFP OOV OLOUNOO O P WwdNPEF-Oo

31
32
33
34
35
36
37

(c) The certified person spend a m ni num average each nonth of one
contact hour per week with each student under his or her supervision
who is enrolled in the approved private school extension program

(d) Each student's progress be evaluated by the certified person;
and

(e) The certified enployee shall not supervise nore than thirty
students enrolled in the approved private school's extension program

(5) Appropriate neasures shall be taken to safeguard all pernmanent
records against | oss or danmage.

(6) The physical facilities of the school or district shall be
adequate to neet the program offered by the school or district:
PROVI DED, That each school building shall neet reasonable health and
fire safety requirenents. A residential dwelling of the parent,
guardi an, or custodian shall be deened to be an adequate physical
facility when a parent, guardian, or person having legal custody is
instructing his or her child under subsection (4) of this section.

(7) Private school curriculum shall include instruction of the
basic skills of occupational education, science, nmathematics, |anguage,
social studies, history, health, reading, witing, spelling, and the
devel opnent of appreciation of art and nmusic, all in sufficient units
for nmeeting state board of education graduation requirenents.

(8) Each school or school district shall be required to maintain
up-to-date policy statenents related to the admnistration and
operation of the school or school district.

Al l decisions of policy, philosophy, selection of books, teaching
material, curriculum except as in subsection (7) of this section
provi ded, school rules and admnistration, or other mtters not
specifically referred to in this section, shall be the responsibility
of the admnistration and admnistrators of the particular private
school invol ved.

Sec. 5. RCW 28A.200.010 and 2004 c¢c 19 s 107 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Each parent whose child is receiving hone-based instruction
under RCW 28A. 225.010(4) shall have the duty to:

(a) File annually a signed declaration of intent that he or she is
pl anning to cause his or her child to receive hone-based instruction.
The statenment shall include the nane and age of the child, shall

HB 2343 p. 10
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specify whether a certificated person wll be supervising the
instruction, and shall be witten in a format prescribed by the
superintendent of public instruction. Each parent shall file the
statenent by Septenber 15th of the school year or within two weeks of
t he begi nning of any public school quarter, trinester, or senmester with
the superintendent of the public school district within which the
parent resides or the district that accepts the transfer, and the
student shall be deened a transfer student of the nonresident district.
Parents may apply for transfer under RCW 28A. 225. 220;

(b) Ensure that test scores or annual academ c progress assessnents
and i muni zation records, together with any other records that are kept
relating to the instructional and educational activities provided, are
forwarded to any other public or private school to which the child
transfers. At the tinme of a transfer to a public school, the
superintendent of the |ocal school district in which the child enrolls
may require a standardi zed achievenent test to be admnistered and
shal |l have the authority to determ ne the appropriate grade and course
| evel placenent of the child after consultation with parents and revi ew
of the child' s records; and

(c) Ensure that a standardi zed achi evenent test approved by the
state board of education is admnistered annually to the child by a
qualified individual or that an annual assessnent of the student's
academ c progress is witten by a certificated person who is currently
working in the field of education. The state board of education shal
not require these children to neet the student |earning goals, to
master the essential academc learning requirenents, or to take the
assessnent s( (—er—to—-obtatn—acert-Hcate—ofacademecachievenent—or—a
certifecate—of—individual—achievenrent)) pursuant to RCW 28A. 655. 061
((and—28A-155-045)). The standardi zed test adm nistered or the annual
academ c progress assessnent witten shall be nade a part of the
child s permanent records. If, as a result of the annual test or
assessnment, it is determned that the child is not naking reasonable
progress consistent with his or her age or stage of devel opnent, the
parent shall make a good faith effort to renmedy any deficiency.

(2) Failure of a parent to conply with the duties in this section
shall be deened a failure of such parent's child to attend school
wi thout valid justification under RCW 28A. 225.020. Parents who do
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conply with the duties set forth in this section shall be presuned to
be providing hone-based instruction as set forth in RCW 28A. 225. 010(4).

Sec. 6. RCW 28A.600.310 and 2005 c¢ 125 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Eleventh and twelfth grade students or students who have not
yet received the credits required for the award of a high school
diploma and are eligible to be in the eleventh or twelfth grades may
apply to a participating institution of higher education to enroll in
courses or prograns offered by the institution of higher education. A
student receiving honme-based instruction enrolling in a public high
school for the sole purpose of participating in courses or progranms
offered by institutions of higher education shall not be counted by the
school district in any required state or federal accountability
reporting if the student's parents or guardians filed a declaration of
intent to provide home-based instruction and the student received hone-
based instruction during the school year before the school year in
whi ch the student intends to participate in courses or prograns offered
by the institution of higher education. Students receiving hone-based
instruction under chapter 28A. 200 RCW and students attending private
school s approved under chapter 28A 195 RCW shall not be required to
nmeet the student |earning goal s((;—ebtainr—a—~certiitecate—of—academe

hgh—sehooel-)) or to master the essential academ c |earning
requi renents. However, students are eligible to enroll in courses or

prograns in participating universities only if the board of directors
of the student's school district has decided to participate in the
program Participating institutions of hi gher  educati on, in
consultation with school districts, nmay establish adm ssion standards
for these students. |If the institution of higher education accepts a
secondary school pupil for enrollnment wunder this section, the
institution of higher education shall send witten notice to the pupi
and the pupil's school district within ten days of acceptance. The
notice shall indicate the course and hours of enrollnment for that
pupi | .

(2) The pupil's school district shall transmt to the institution
of higher education an amount per each full-tinme equivalent college
student at statewide uniform rates for vocational and nonvocationa

HB 2343 p. 12
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st udent s. The superintendent of public instruction shall separately
calculate and all ocate noneys appropriated for basic education under
RCW 28A.150.260 to school districts for purposes of naking such
paynments and for granting school districts seven percent thereof to
of fset programrelated costs. The calculations and all ocations shal
be based upon the estimted statew de annual average per full-tinme
equi val ent high school student allocations under RCW 28A 150. 260,
excluding small high school enhancenents, and applicable rul es adopted
under chapter 34.05 RCW The superintendent of public instruction, the
hi gher education coordinating board, and the state board for comunity
and techni cal coll eges shall consult on the calculation and
distribution of the funds. The institution of higher education shal
not require the pupil to pay any other fees. The funds received by the
institution of higher education fromthe school district shall not be
deened tuition or operating fees and may be retained by the institution
of higher education. A student enrolled under this subsection shal
not be counted for the purpose of determning any enrollnent
restrictions inposed by the state on the institution of higher
educati on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The following acts or parts of acts are each
r epeal ed:

(1) RCW 28A. 655.063 (Mathematics assessnents--Rei nbursenent of
costs) and 2006 c 115 s 5; and

(2) RCW 28A.655.065 ((Qbjective alternative assessnment nethods--
Appeal s from assessnent scores--Wiivers and appeals from assessnent
requi renents--Rul es) and 2006 ¢ 115 s 1.

--- END ---
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