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HOUSE BI LL 2290

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Roach, Mrrell, WIlians, OBrien, Ericks, Priest,
Hurst, O nsby and Si npson

Read first tine 02/19/2007. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to providing educational options for students with
autism adding a new section to chapter 28A 155 RCW and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that sonme students
with special needs would receive additional benefit from a highly
speci alized | earning environnment that is uniquely tailored for groups
of students with simlar needs. For exanple, a l|earning environnent
desi gned specifically for students with autistic spectrum disorders
woul d provide instruction fromteachers and other educators specially
trained to address challenges in conmunication, socialization, and
behavi or. The | atest research on best practices and the |atest and
nost appropriate curriculumcould be inplemented. Parents could be an
integral part of the learning environnment and could learn from and
support one another. Therefore, the legislature intends to encourage
the creation of autism education centers to provide a specialized

| earning environment tailored to students wth autistic spectrum
di sorders.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 155
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Educational service districts, private schools, or nonprofit
organi zati ons may establish auti smeducation centers for the purpose of
providing an appropriate public education in a specially designed
| earni ng environnent for students with autistic spectrumdisorders. To
qualify as an autism education center under this section, a private
school or nonprofit organization nust be an agency approved by the
superintendent of public instruction under RCW 28A. 155. 060 to operate
speci al education prograns for students with disabilities.

(2) The parent or guardian of a student with an autistic spectrum
di sorder who is eligible to receive services under this chapter may
enroll the student in an autism education center established under this
section.

(3) If the parent or guardian enrolls the student in an autism
education center, the resident school district shall contract with the
center to provide an appropriate educational opportunity and services
for the student.

(4) If applicable, the resident district may apply to the state
speci al education safety net to access additional resources to serve
t he student.

(5) Students enrolled in an autism education center shall not be
counted as part of the resident district's special education enroll nent
percent as defined by the omi bus appropriations act.

~-- END ---
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