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HOUSE BI LL 2228

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representative MDonal d

Read first time 02/14/2007. Referred to Conmmittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to requiring notor vehicle liability insurance
anendi ng RCW 46. 30. 020; adding new sections to chapter 46.16 RCW
prescribing penalties; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 46.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

To renew a vehicle license an applicant nust provide proof of being
i nsured under a notor vehicle liability policy with liability limts of
at least the anmpbunts provided in RCW 46.29.090, a self-insurance
certificate as provided in RCW46. 29. 630, or proof of coverage under a
l[tability bond of at |east the ampbunts provided in RCW 46. 29. 090.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 46.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Wenever the notor vehicle liability insurance policy, self-
i nsurance certificate, or liability bond required under section 1 of
this act is not renewed or is canceled, whether the nonrenewal or
cancellation is initiated by the insured, the insurance conpany, or the
bondi ng conpany, the registered owner of the vehicle or vehicles shal
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imredi ately notify the departnent. Failure to provide notice of
nonrenewal or cancellation of a self-insurance certificate or liability
bond under this subsection is a m sdeneanor.

(2) Wienever a notor vehicle liability insurance policy is not
renewed or is cancel ed, the insurance conpany that provided the policy

shall imediately notify the departnent.

(3) Upon learning of or receiving notice that a regi stered ower no
| onger carries a liability insurance ©policy, sel f-insurance
certificate, or liability bond, the departnment shall inmediately notify

the regi stered owner of the vehicle or vehicles fornmerly covered under
the policy, certificate, or bond, that the registration for the vehicle
or vehicles will be canceled within thirty days from the date of the
notice unless the person in whose nanme the registration appears
furni shes proof to the department within that time that replacenent
i nsurance has been obtained, or that the requirenents of sone other
met hod of proof of financial responsibility all owed under RCW 46. 30. 020

have been net. | f that proof is not supplied within the thirty-day
period, the departnent shall imredi ately cancel the registration.
(4) The departnment shall not refund any part of a vehicle

registration fee if a vehicle registration is canceled under this
section.

Sec. 3. RCW46.30.020 and 2003 ¢ 221 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1)(a) No person nmay operate a notor vehicle subject to
regi stration under chapter 46.16 RCWin this state unless the person is
i nsured under a notor vehicle liability policy with liability limts of
at least the anounts provided in RCW 46.29.090, is self-insured as
provided in RCW 46.29.630, is covered by a certificate of deposit in
conformance wth RCW46.29.550, or is covered by a liability bond of at
| east the amounts provided in RCW 46.29.090. Witten proof of
financial responsibility for notor vehicle operation nust be provided
on the request of a law enforcenent officer in the format specified
under RCW 46. 30. 030.

(b) A person who drives a notor vehicle that is required to be
registered in another state that requires drivers and owners of
vehicles in that state to maintain insurance or financi al
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responsibility shall, when requested by a |aw enforcenent officer,
provide evidence of financial responsibility or insurance as 1is
required by the laws of the state in which the vehicle is registered.

(c) When asked to do so by a law enforcenent officer, failure to
display an insurance identification card as specified under RCW
46. 30. 030 creates a presunption that the person does not have notor
vehi cl e i nsurance.

(d)() Failure to provide proof of notor vehicle insurance is a
traffic infraction and is subject to penalties as set by the suprene
court under RCW 46.63.110 or community restitution.

(ii) If adriver fails to provide proof of financial responsibility
or notor vehicle insurance when requested by a | aw enforcenent officer,
the law enforcenent officer may issue a notice of traffic infraction

and shall inpound the vehicle if the person cited is also a reqgistered
owner of the vehicle. If the vehicle is inpounded, a reqi stered owner
of the vehicle nust: Pay any and all costs associated wth

i npoundnent, including costs for towing, renoval, and storage of the
vehicle; pay any other fees and fines incurred; and provide proof of
financial responsibility or notor vehicle insurance before the vehicle
can be redeened.

(2) If a person cited for a violation of subsection (1) of this
section appears in person before the court or a violations bureau and
provides witten evidence that at the tinme the person was cited, he or
she was in conpliance with the financial responsibility requirenents of
subsection (1) of this section, the citation shall be dism ssed and the
court or violations bureau may assess court admnistrative costs of
twenty-five dollars at the tine of dismssal. In lieu of personal
appearance, a person cited for a violation of subsection (1) of this
section may, before the date scheduled for the person's appearance
before the court or violations bureau, submt by mail to the court or
violations bureau witten evidence that at the tinme the person was
cited, he or she was in conpliance with the financial responsibility
requi renents of subsection (1) of this section, in which case the
citation shall be dismssed wthout cost, except that the court or
vi ol ati ons bureau may assess court admi nistrative costs of twenty-five
dollars at the tinme of dism ssal

(3) The provisions of this chapter shall not govern:
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(a) The operation of a notor vehicle registered under RCW
46. 16. 305(1), governed by RCW 46.16.020, or registered with the
Washington wutilities and transportation conm ssion as conmon oOr
contract carriers; or

(b) The operation of a notorcycle as defined in RCW 46.04. 330, a
not or-driven cycle as defined in RCW46. 04. 332, or a noped as defined
in RCW 46. 04. 304.

(4) RCW 46. 29.490 shall not be deened to govern all notor vehicle
liability policies required by this chapter but only those certified
for the purposes stated in chapter 46.29 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act takes effect January 1, 2008.

~-- END ---
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