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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2225

State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Technol ogy, Energy & Communi cations
(originally sponsored by Representatives Anderson and Wod)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 28/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to a statew de enhanced 911 energency radi o network
to inprove public notification during an ongoing energency; and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that there is an
i nformati on gap between energency organi zations and the general public
in the event of an ongoing energency situation. The legislature
further finds that the public would be better served by a network that
woul d provide updated, regional information on the status of ongoing
energencies; what, if any, protective neasures the public should take;
and what resources are available. Wile providing information during
an energency is the primary concern, the sanme network would provide
enmer gency preparedness and mitigation information before an energency,
and recovery and mtigation information after an energency; all of
which will contribute to making the public nore prepared during an
emer gency response.

(2) The adjutant general shall establish a work group to study how
to enhance the delivery of enmergency information to the general public
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in the event of an ongoi ng energency. The work group shall consist, at
a mninmum of the follow ng nenbers:

(a) Two representatives of the Washington state association of
broadcasters, one representing radio broadcast and one representing
tel evi si on broadcast;

(b) A representative of the energency alert system

(c) Arepresentative of the national weather service;

(d) A representative of the Wshington mlitary departnent
ener gency nmanagenent divi sion;

(e) Arepresentative of a |ocal energency managenent organi zati on;

(f) Arepresentative fromthe 911 advisory conmmttee;

(g A representative from the office of the superintendent of
public instruction;

(h) Arepresentative fromthe field of higher education

(i) Arepresentative of the departnent of transportation; and

(j) Two nenbers of a nonprofit, public policy organization
conprised of chief executive officers fromthe business sector.

(3) The work group shall consider the follow ng issues:

(a) How to create a multilayered, conprehensive, and renewable
approach to delivering updated information in the event of an ongoi ng
energency to the general public;

(b) How to use existing alert systens, including but not limted to
systens currently wused by the state departnments of ecol ogy,
transportation, agriculture, health, and social and health services,
the Washington state patrol, and the state's institutions of higher
education, to coordinate delivery of updated information in the event
of an ongoi ng energency;

(c) How to use the national oceanic and atnospheric adm nistration
(NOAA) weather radio system to coordinate delivery of updated
information in the event of an ongoi ng energency;

(d) How to create redundancies in the systemto ensure that updated
information in the event of an ongoing energency will be avail abl e;

(e) How to inprove coordination between the energency alert system
NOAA weat her radio, |ocal broadcast stations, and other existing
systens to ensure a seanml ess transfer of information to the public on
an ongoi ng basi s;

(f) How to take advantage of nobdes of comunication beyond radio
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and television, such as the internet, cell phone text nessaging, and
ot her new nodes to add to the nultilayering and redundancy of energency
nmessagi ng;

(g0 How to integrate superintendent of public instruction
notification systens in the energency notification systens;

(h) How to inplenent the statew de energency notification systemto
ensure its imediate availability to 911 public safety answering points
for local notifications;

(1) How to ensure that utilization of the systemincludes specific
information delivery to inpacted elected officials; and

(j) What types of information the public needs the nost in the
aftermath of an energency.

(4) By Decenber 1, 2008, the adjutant general shall submt a report
to the legislature and the governor indicating recomendations for the
delivery of enmergency information to the public.

(5) The definitions in RCW38.52. 010 apply throughout this section.

--- END ---
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