©O© 00 N o o b

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

H 1900. 1

HOUSE BI LL 2185

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Hudgins, Chase, Mrrrell, Canpbell, Wod, O nsby
and Goodman

Read first tine 02/12/2007. Referred to Commttee on Select
Comm ttee on Environnental Health.

AN ACT Relating to reducing the |l evels of benzene in groundwater;
and addi ng a new section to chapter 90.48 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 90.48 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1)(a) The legislature finds that reduction or renoval of benzene
in groundwater and drinking water is crucial for the protection of
human health and safety and to protect Wshington's environnent.
Benzene is fornmed from both natural processes and human activities.
Benzene is a conponent in gasoline, diesel fuel, and aviation fuel. As
a known carcinogen classified by the environnental protection agency,
benzene is linked to | eukem a, especially in children, as well as other
heal th i ssues, such as susceptibility to infection, anem a, chronosonal
damage, excessive bleeding, and devel opnental problens in children
The United States environnental protection agency has proposed a rule
on the control of hazardous air pollutants from nobile sources, as
published in the federal register on March 29, 2006, (71 C.F.R Sec.
15803 (2006)), that the national average of benzene content of gasoline
would be limted to .62 percent by vol une.
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(b) The legislature further finds that one source of harnfu
benzene |evels in Washington groundwater is gasoline spills or |eaks
from underground storage tanks, landfills, or gasoline pipelines.
Groundwater that is contamnated with benzene nmay contam nate the
public drinking water supply or otherw se be consuned by humans. Human
health my be adversely affected by consunption of contam nated
drinking water. Therefore, reduction or renoval of sources of benzene
in groundwat er and drinking water is crucial to the public health and
safety of Washi ngton residents.

(2)(a)(i) For purposes of this section, "nmotor fuel" neans
gasoline, diesel fuel, or any other inflammble gas or Iliquid, by
what ever nane the gasoline, diesel fuel, gas, or liquid may be known or
sold, the primary use of which is as fuel for the propul sion of notor
vehi cles or notorized vessels.

(i) "Goundwaters" has the sane neaning as defined in RCW
90. 44. 035.

(b) No person shall inport into Washi ngton, or sell, dispense, or
offer for sale in Washington, any notor fuel that contains greater
than .62 percent by volune of benzene, if that notor fuel may spill or

| eak into any groundwaters or surface waters in Washi ngton.

(3) Nothing contained in this section is intended to control or
prohi bit any characteristic or conponent of a fuel or fuel additive in
a notor vehicle or notor vehicle engine for purposes of notor vehicle
em ssion control

--- END ---
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