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HOUSE BI LL 2178

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Hasegawa, Hudgi ns, Schual - Ber ke, Upt hegr ove,
McDernott and Sant os

Read first time 02/12/2007. Referred to Commttee on State
Governnent & Tribal Affairs.

AN ACT Relating to the sale of public lands; and adding a new
chapter to Title 42 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A public agency, as that termis defined in
RCW 42.30.020, may not sell real property or otherw se permanently
transfer title of real property to a private person or private entity
unless the public agency shows a conpelling econom c devel opnent
necessity justifying the sale or transfer at that tine. A public
agency satisfies the conpelling economc devel opnent threshold if it
denonstrates that the present act of selling the property is of a
greater public benefit than holding the land as a tangi bl e asset or an
i ntangi ble future asset that may be used for a public benefit.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) A public agency, as that termis defined
in RCW42.30.020, that satisfies the requirenments of section 1 of this
act may not permanently transfer title of real property to a private
i ndividual or private entity until the public agency has nmade public in
a manner consistent with this section:
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(a) A notice to divest interest in the property and the
justification for a conpelling econom c devel opnment necessity for
thirty days; and

(b) The final sale price, all terns of the sale, and any changes to
the justification for a conpelling econom c devel opnment necessity for
si xty days.

(2) The final notice to divest, sale price, sales terns, and
justification for a conpelling econom c devel opnment nust be:

(a) Published at | east once in a newspaper of general circulation
published in the county where the real property to be sold is |ocated,
and

(b) Published on the internet web site nmanaged by the public

agency.
(3) The public agency proposing the transfer of real property nust
provide a process that allows all interested parties, including

organi zati ons concerned with good governnment and public accountability,
to comment on the specifics of the proposed transaction.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) Any interested party that comments on a
proposed transfer of real property froma public agency to a private
i ndi vidual or entity under section 2 of this act may file suit in the
superior court of the county in which the real property to be sold is
| ocated prior to the end of the sixty-day notice period required of the
public agency by section 2 of this act.

(2) If a suit is filed under this section, the public agency
proposing the sale or title transfer may not execute the transfer of
the real property until a final judgment in the suit is reached.

(3) The court may issue an injunction against the public agency if
the interested party bringing an action under this section shows by a
preponderance of the evidence that there is not a conpelling economc
devel opnent necessity justifying the sale or transfer at that tinme
proposed by the public agency, or that the final sale price and sal es
terms are not in the best interest of the public.

(4) If the court issues an injunction, the public agency may not
conplete the proposed sale or title transfer that was the subject of
the suit.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A public agency that satisfies the
requi rements of section 1 of this act to sell or transfer title of real
property to a private individual or entity nust instead sell or
transfer title of the real property to another public agency if that
second public agency provides notice to the selling public agency that
it wll neet the sanme terns agreed upon by the private individual or
entity. Notice fromthe buying public agency nust be delivered to the
selling public agency wthin the sixty-day public notice period
provided in section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 1 through 4 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 42 RCW

~-- END ---
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