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HOUSE BI LL 2167

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Chase, Canpbell, Hunt, Hudgins, Mrrell, Goodnman
Spri nger, Hasegawa and Conway

Read first tine 02/12/2007. Referred to Commttee on Select
Conmmittee on Environnental Health.

AN ACT Relating to food | abeling requirenents; adding a new chapter
to Title 69 RCW and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. | NTENT. The legislature finds that
Washi ngt on consuners have a right to accurate, accessible infornmation
that will assist them in making educated food purchases. The

| egislature finds that consuners have an interest in know ng the
benefits and potential risks to their health from the products they
consune. The legislature finds that consuners val ue know ng when and
where food has been packaged and when technol ogies such as genetic
engi neering, irradiation, and nodified atnosphere packagi ng have been
applied to the foods that are offered for retail sale. The |egislature
therefore intends to increase the disclosure of food information to
consuners by enhancing existing requirenents governing the |abeling of
certain perishable food products.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. DEFIN TIONS. The definitions in this
section apply throughout this chapter unless the context <clearly
requi res ot herw se.
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(1) "Food irradiation” neans the process of exposing food to
ionizing radiation in order to disinfest, sanitize, sterilize, or
preserve it.

(2) "Cenetically nodified foods" neans foods altered or produced
t hrough mani pul ati on of genes using reconbi nant DNA t echni ques.

(3) "Labeling" neans all |abels and other witten, printed, or
graphic matter (a) wupon any article or any of its containers or
wr appers, or (b) acconpanying such an article.

(4) "Modified atnosphere packaging," "reduced-oxygen packaging,"
"l ow oxygen packagi ng," "gas flushing packaging," or "vacuum packagi ng"
means controlling the oxygen content in a package to a | evel bel ow that
normally found in the surrounding atnosphere in order to prolong the
shelf life of the food within the package.

(5) "Package" neans the imedi ate container or wapping in which
any food is contained for consunption, use, or storage by consuners,
and also nmeans any outer container or wapping used in the retai
di splay of such a product to consuners.

(6) "Perishable food product"” neans fruits, vegetables, neats,
poultry, or fish intended for human consunption that are packaged ot her
than at the tinme and point of retail sale, which have a high risk of
spoilage within a period of thirty days and are determned by the
director of the department of agriculture by rule to be perishable.

For purposes of this chapter, "perishable food product” does not
i ncl ude dairy products.
(7) "Retail" neans selling, offering for sale, or distributing food

for dispensing or sale directly to the consuner.

(8) "Shelf life" nmeans the length of time during which a packaged
food product will retain its safe consunption quality if stored under
proper tenperature conditions.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. PACKING DATE AND LOCATI ON DI SCLOSURE. No
person may sell at retail any perishable food product w thout having
t he package in which it is sold include a |abel clearly discernible to
a consuner at the point of sale disclosing the nane and | ocation of the
conpany that packed the product and the date on which the packing
occurr ed.

HB 2167 p. 2



a b~ W N

©O© 00 N O

10

11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24
25
26
27
28
29

30
31

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. | RRADI ATED FOOD DI SCLOSURE. No person may
sell at retail any perishable food product that has been irradiated
wi t hout having the package in which it is sold include a | abel clearly
di scernible to a consunmer at the point of sale disclosing that the
product has been treated with radiation.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 5. CGENETI CALLY ENG NEERED FOOD DI SCLOSURE. No
person may sell at retail any perishable food product that has been
genetically engineered wi thout having the package in which it is sold
include a label clearly discernible to a consunmer at the point of sale
di scl osing that the product was genetically engi neered.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. MODI FI ED ATMOSPHERE PACKAG NG W TH CARBON
MONOXI DE DI SCLOSURE. No person may sell at retail any perishable food
product that was packed in nodified atnosphere packaging wth carbon
nonoxi de wi t hout having the package in which it is sold include a | abel
clearly discernible to a consuner at the point of sale disclosing
car bon nonoxi de was used.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. CIVIL PENALTY. Wenever the director of the
departnent of agriculture finds that a person has commtted a violation
of this chapter, the director may inpose upon and collect from the
violator a civil penalty not exceeding one thousand dollars per
violation per day. Each violation is a separate and distinct offense.
| nposition of the civil penalty is subject to a hearing under chapter
34. 05 RCW

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 8. RULE- MAKI NG AUTHORI TY. The director of the
departnment of agriculture shall, in consultation with the secretary of
the departnent of health, establish by rule uniform standards for the
peri shabl e food product |abeling required under this chapter, and may
establish other rules as nay be necessary to carry out the purposes of
this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. CAPTIONS. Captions used in this act are not
any part of the | aw.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 10.
act constitute a new chapter

HB 2167

CODI FI CATION. Sections 1 through 9 of this
in Title 69 RCW

~-- END ---
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