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HOUSE BI LL 2151

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Onsby, P. Sullivan, B. Sullivan and Dunshee

Read first tinme 02/09/2007. Referred to Comm ttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Relating to authorizing qualified electors to divide
optional mnunicipal code cities into wards; and anendi ng RCW 35A. 12. 180.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 35A.12.180 and 1994 c¢ 223 s 34 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

At any tinme not within three nonths previous to a mnunicipal genera
election, the qualified electors or the council of a noncharter code
city organized under this chapter may divide the city into wards or
change the boundaries of existing wards. No change in the boundaries
of wards shall affect the termof any council nmenber, and council nenbers
shall serve out their ternms in the wards of their residences at the
time of their elections: PROVI DED, That if this results in one ward
bei ng represented by nore council menbers than the nunber to which it is
entitled those having the shortest unexpired terns shall be assigned by
the council to wards where there is a vacancy, and the council nenbers
so assigned shall be deened to be residents of the wards to which they
are assigned for purposes of those positions being vacant. The
representation of each ward in the city council shall be in proportion
to the population as nearly as is practicable.
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Wards shall be redrawn as provided in chapter ((29—+8)) 29A.76 RCW
Wards shall be used as follows: (1) Only a resident of the ward may be
a candidate for, or hold office as, a council menber of the ward; and
(2) only voters of the ward may vote at a primary to nomnate
candi dates for a council nenber of the ward. Voters of the entire city
may vote at the general election to elect a councilnenber of a ward,
unless the city had prior to January 1, 1994, limted the voting in the
general election for any or all council positions to only voters
residing within the ward associated with the council positions. |If a
city had so limted the voting in the general election to only voters
residing wwthin the ward, then the city shall be authorized to continue
to do so.

--- END ---
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