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HOUSE BI LL 2132

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Kenney, McDonal d, Rol f es, Hal er, Hasegawa,
Darneille, Bailey, Haigh, Conway, Dunshee, Ericks, Upthegrove, MCoy,
Morrell, Chase, Appleton, Santos and O nsby

Read first time 02/09/2007. Referred to Commttee on Comunity &
Econom ¢ Devel opnent & Trade.

AN ACT Relating to studying the office of mnority and wonen's
business enterprises; <creating new sections; and declaring an
emer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. Mnority and wonen-owned businesses are an
integral part of our community and econony. Their econom c successes
benefit our state. 1In addition, our state agencies benefit by working
with a diverse pool of private contractors. | ncreasing the current
pool of participating contractors with the state also benefits the
citizens of our state by increasing conpetition and pronoting quality.
While state | aw prohibits awardi ng contracts based on race, ethnicity,
or gender, there are many opportunities to increase utilization of
hi storically underused busi nesses. The office of mnority and wonen's
busi ness enterprises has been tasked wth increasing the participation
of these historically underused busi nesses.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The joint legislative audit and revi ew
comm ttee shall conduct a conprehensive study that exam nes the office
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of mnority and wonen's business enterprises. Specifically, the study
shal | i ncl ude:

(a) What policies, procedures, or prograns have been established by
the office of mnority and wonen's busi nesses and ot her state agencies
to inplenment Initiative Measure No. 200 and Governor Directive 98-01?

(i) Does the state communicate bid opportunities to historically
under used busi nesses?

(1i) Does the state communicate a list of certified mnority or
wonen- owned business enterprises to agencies and the agencies'
procurenent officers?

(rit) What kind of outreach and recruitment efforts have been
i npl ement ed?

(b) How does the role of the office of mnority and wonen's
busi ness enterprises and its interaction with state agencies prior to
the passage of Initiative Measure No. 200 conpare to its role and
interaction after the initiative becane | aw?

(c) Analyze the trends in certification and hiring of mnority and
wonen- owned busi nesses by state and | ocal agencies from 1997 to the
present .

(i) In ternms of contract anounts, what percentage of mnmandatory
contracts have been awarded to mmnority and wonen's business
enterprises?

(1i) What anount of state contract dollars are awarded through
mandat ory contracts versus conveni ence contracts?

(ii1) Are state agency purchasers training to reach out to mnority
and wonen's business enterprises for bidding opportunities?

(iv) For contracts under RCW43.19.1906, how are agenci es tracking
and reporting these contracts? Wat is the participation of mnority
and wonen- owned business in bidding and in contract awards?

(d) To what extent have the office of mnority and wonen's busi ness
enterprises prograns contributed to the certification of mnority and
wonen's business enterprises? Are there efficiencies to allow ng
nongover nnental organi zations to oversee certification instead of the
office of mnority and wonen's busi ness enterprises?

(e) What practices do other governnental organizations use for
outreach and recruitnent of mnority and wonen-owned business
enterprises?
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(f) Evaluate the participation of agencies in the governor's
supplier diversity directive.

(2) The joint legislative audit and review commttee shall submt
the final report to the |egislature by Decenber 1, 2007.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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