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HOUSE BI LL 2109

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Anderson and Wl |l ace

Read first tine 02/08/2007. Referred to Conmttee on Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to providing students with know edge about their
readi ness for college-level course work; adding new sections to chapter
28B. 10 RCW adding a new section to chapter 28A 320 RCW and creating
a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that many hi gh school
students are unaware until they enroll in an institution of higher
education and take college placenent tests of what the entry-1|evel
col l ege expectations are for mathematics, reading, witing, and
Engl i sh. The legislature further finds that an unacceptably high
nunber of students entering institutions of higher education are
unprepared to do college-level mathematics, reading, or witing, and
require remedial instruction. This renedial instruction inposes
additional costs and burdens on students by increasing the time it
takes for them to reach their educational goals, and increases the
state's costs associated with higher education.

The legislature further finds that while five out of the six public
baccal aureate institutions wuse the mathematics placenent test,
devel oped by the University of Wshington, to determ ne whether
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enrolled students are prepared for college-level nathematics, each
comunity and technical <college uses a different conbination of
pl acenent tests. Even if two community or technical coll eges use the
sane placenent tests, they nay have different cut scores for
determining eligibility for college-level mthematics and other
cour ses.

The |l egislature intends to provide students with nore certainty and
predictability regarding their readi ness for coll ege-1evel mathemati cs,
reading, witing, and Engli sh.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28B. 10 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) By January 1, 2008, the University of Wshington, in
consultation with the state board for community and technical coll eges,
shal | exam ne, and revise if necessary, the mathenatics placenent test
to make the test applicable to the college entry expectations in
mat hematics for both the four-year and two-year institutions of higher
educati on.

(2)(a) Each four-year institution of higher education that requires
students to take a standardi zed test to denonstrate coll ege readi ness
in mat hematics and each community or technical college shall adopt a
m ni mum score for each of the mathematics placenment test (MPT), the
mat hematics portion of scholastic aptitude test (SAT), and the
mat hematics portion of the Anerican college test (ACT), and shall allow
students to denonstrate coll ege readiness in mathematics by achi eving
a score equal to or greater than the mninmm score set by the
institution for any of the tests.

(b) Each four-year institution of higher education that requires
students to take a standardi zed test to denonstrate coll ege readi ness
in witing, reading, or English and each community or technical college
shall adopt a m ninmum score for both the verbal portion of scholastic
aptitude test (SAT) and the verbal portion of the Anerican coll ege test
(ACT), and shall allow students to denonstrate college readiness in
reading, witing, or English by achieving a score equal to or greater
than the m nimum score set by the institution for either of the tests.

(c) Four-year institutions of higher education that require
standardi zed test scores to denonstrate college readiness and the
community and technical colleges may allow, but shall not require
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students to denonstrate college readiness in mathematics, reading,
witing, or English by other neans, including but not limted to scores
on ot her standardi zed tests and courses conpleted in high school or at
ot her postsecondary institutions.

(3) Each four-year institution of higher education that requires
students to take a standardi zed test to denonstrate coll ege readi ness
in mathematics, reading, witing, or English and each comunity and
technical college shall publish its mninmmrequired scores on its web
site and shall submt its mninmumrequired scores, and any changes to
the scores, to the higher education coordinating board. Each community
and technical college shall also provide its m ninmumrequired scores,
and any changes to the scores, to the state board for comunity and
techni cal coll eges.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28B. 10 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The four-year institutions of higher education shall not provide
precoll ege level course work in mathematics, reading, witing, or
Engli sh, except for English courses for English | anguage |earners. The

four-year institutions of higher education shall notify enrolled
students who do not place into «college-level <course work in
mat hematics, reading, witing, or English that they may enroll in

precol | ege-1 evel course work at a community or technical college or an
i ndependent institution of higher education.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 320
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Beginning in the fall of 2008, school districts shall provide
all high school students enrolled in the district the option of taking
the mathematics placenent test (MPT) developed by the University of
Washi ngton and the scholastic aptitude test (SAT) or the American
coll ege test (ACT) once at no cost to the students. Districts shal
encourage, but not require, students to take these tests in their
junior or senior year of high school.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
rei nburse each district for the costs incurred by the district in
provi di ng students the opportunity to take the MPT and the SAT or ACT
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1 once. The superintendent of public instruction is encouraged to work
2 with the test publishers to secure fee waivers for the adm nistration
3 of the tests.

~-- END ---

HB 2109 p. 4



	Section 1.
	Section 2.
	Section 3.
	Section 4.

