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H 1659.1

HOUSE BI LL 2101

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Jarrett and Eddy

Read first time 02/08/2007. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Rel ating to regional transportation governance; creating new
sections; providing an expiration date; and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) Chapter 311, Laws of 2006 established
the regional transportation commission to evaluate transportation
governance in the central Puget Sound area within the jurisdiction of
t he Puget Sound regional council and devel op options for a new regi onal
transportati on governance proposal.

(2) The conmmi ssion's report to the legislature found that:

(a) The Puget Sound region is experiencing a severe strain on its
transportation system

(b) The strain on the Puget Sound region is manifested through
several inportant indicators, especially congestion. Cont i nued
popul ation and transportation demand growth in the region, conbined
with a thirty-year history of wunderfunding transportation in the
region, has created a need and an opportunity to prevent a potentia
regional transportation crisis;

(c) A wunified regional transportation governance system woul d
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contribute significantly to the prevention of a potential regiona
transportation crisis;

(d) Even if all presently identifiable revenue sources are tapped,
there wll be inadequate resources available to neet all of the
identified needs in the destination 2030 pl an;

(e) The Puget Sound region needs to consider how to gain maxi mum
efficiencies from all possible resources in order to provide future
mobility, finance new capacity, and nanage all transportation capacity
as effectively as possible;

(f) There i1s no single governnental entity responsible for
prioritizing projects regionally across geography and nodes;

(g) Qur transit systens, initially developed to provide |ocal
service, now play a large role in regional transportation networks; and

(h) The policy of subregional equity introduces a sense of
fairness, but can produce results inconsistent wth prioritizing
regional ly.

(3) Based wupon these findings, the regional transportation
conmm ssi on recomended t hat:

(a) The state legislature create a fifteen-nenber Puget Sound
regi onal transportation conm ssion, wth nine elected and six appointed
menbers, that has the authority and responsibility for planning,
prioritizing, and funding all nodes of regional transportation for the
four-county area,;

(b) The Puget Sound regional transportation conm ssion should be
responsi ble for |Iand use and transportation planning, prioritizing, and
f undi ng;

(c) The Puget Sound regional transportation conm ssion should have
the authority to generate revenue from tax and transportation user
charges to pay for future transportation projects;

(d) The Puget Sound regional transportation conm ssion should have
the authority to inplenent regional demand nmanagenent tools as a way of
reduci ng demand and i ncreasi ng revenue,

(e) The Puget Sound regional transportation conm ssion should be
responsible for all state roads within the region, including roads of
statew de significance and roads of regional significance;

(f) The Puget Sound regional transportation comm ssion should have
authority over planning, prioritizing, and financing regional transit
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projects, including authority over sound transit and authority to
standardi ze fares for regional routes, including those provided by
| ocal transit agencies;

(g0 The boundary of the Puget Sound regional transportation
comm ssion should include all of King, Snohom sh, Pierce, and Kitsap
counties, which is the optimum boundary for all nodes of transportation
requiring current and future planning;

(h) The Puget Sound regional transportation conm ssion should not
be required to spend noney evenly by node or across geographical areas,
and thus, should not be required to operate on the basis of strict
subarea or nodal equity;

(1) The Puget Sound regional transportation comm ssion should have
broad authority to finance and operate transportation facilities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The legislature finds that the current
system of regional transportation governance is inadequate to neet
regional and state transportation needs in the twenty-first century and
needs fundanental system c change. A single authority for planning,
prioritizing, and funding all nodes of transportation would be able to
choose the optinmal solutions to the region's transportation chall enges,
rather than seek problenms to solve with predeterm ned solutions.
Furthernore, the Puget Sound region could speak with a single unified
voi ce about its transportation needs and nore effectively work with its
funding partners to address regional priorities.

(2) The legislature intends to form effective January 1, 2009, a
new entity as recommended by the regional transportation comm ssion.

(3) The joint transportation conmmttee shall convene a regiona
governance task force, conposed of |egislative nmenbers chosen by the
cochairs of the commttee. The task force nust also include a
representative of the governor. The cochairs of the joint
transportation conmttee, or their designees, shall be the cochairs of
t he regi onal governance task force.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The regional governance task force of
the joint transportation commttee shall:

(a) Consider the inpacts of the new governance structure on ot her
aspects of state and |local |aw and affected organi zati ons and prograns,;
and
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(b) Develop a statutory framework and draft legislation for
i npl enenting the recomrendati ons of the comm ssion.

(2) The task force nmay establish | egal and technical work groups to
conduct its work. In developing an inplenenting framework and proposed
| egislation, the commttee nust analyze and review at |east the
foll ow ng issues:

(a) The inpact of integrating conprehensive | and use planning and
transportation planning within a single organization on the growh
managenent act;

(b) The legal, financial, and programmatic inpacts on the enabling
| egi sl ation of existing |ocal authorities;

(c) The stewardship of the state transportation system

(d) The obstacles to standardi zed public transportation fares;

(e) Opportunities to increase greater coordination anong transit
agencies and to increase transit ridership; and

(1) The necessary steps required to transition existing
organi zations into the new structure.

(3) By Decenber 15, 2007, the task force shall submt draft
| egislation and any supporting materials to the |egislative standing
commttees on transportation.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. This act expires January 1, 20009.

~-- END ---
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