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HOUSE BI LL 2024

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Darneille, Jarrett, Goodman, Eddy, Pedersen
Hudgins, WIllianms, Lantz, Kessler, Appleton, dibborn, Hasegawa,
Upt hegrove, O Brien, MDernott and O nsby

Read first tinme 02/05/2007. Referred to Conmttee on Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to the University of Wshington school of |[|aw
public service legal |oan repaynent assistance program adding a new
section to chapter 28B.20 RCW creating a new section; and making
appropriations.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the legislature to
provi de access to | egal education and to inprove access to the justice
systemfor the residents of the state of Washington. Until 2006, the
University of Washington |aw school was the only |law school in the
state and one of only a few top ranked public | aw schools that did not
have a | oan repaynent assistance program in place for graduates who
enter public interest law. The nationw de decline in the percentage of
new | awyers choosing to enter public interest law fields, fromfive and
four-tenths percent to two and nine-tenths percent in the last thirty
years, can be substantially attributed to dramatic increases in higher
education debt coupled wth wde discrepancies between public and
private salaries for new | awers. Today, nore than three-quarters of
all |l owincone househol ds in Washi ngton experience at |east one civil
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| egal problemeach year. Lowincone residents face nore than eighty-
five percent of their |legal problens wi thout help froman attorney.

In 2006 the University of Washington | aw school established a |oan
repaynent assi stance programto provide graduates who pursue careers in
public interest |egal positions with paynent assistance toward their
student | oan debt. However, while the structure is in place, the
program | acks the resources and accountability nmeasures to allow it to
be effective in its purpose. Therefore, the legislature finds that it
is in the best interest of the state to contribute funding to the | oan
repaynment assistance program endownent fund at the University of
Washi ngton | aw school. It is the intent of this act to provide for the
partial or full repaynent of educational |oans of University of
Washi ngton | aw school graduates who provide | egal services in a public
service area of the law w thin Washi ngton state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28B. 20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The appropriation of funds fromthe general fund to the University
of Washington school of I|aw public service legal 1oan repaynent
assi stance programis subject to the follow ng requirenents:

(1) The University of Washington |aw school shall report to the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 1, 2008, and every two years thereafter, with
informati on about the | oan repaynent assistance program The report
shall contain at |least the follow ng information:

(a) A financial summary of the endowrent fund,

(b) The ampunts and sources of funds received,

(c) The nunber of individuals receiving assistance fromthe program
and information related to the positions in which these individuals are
wor ki ng;

(d) Efforts being undertaken to increase the anmount of the
endownent fund;

(e) Any available information regarding the effect of the |oan
repaynent assi stance program on student recruitnment and enrol |l nent; and

(f) Oher information the school of |law deens relevant to the
eval uation of the program

(2) Inits rules for adm nistering the program the school of |aw
must nmake provision for cases of hardship or exceptional circunstances,
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as defined by the school of |aw. Exanpl es of such circunstances
include, but are not limted to, famly |eave, nedical |eave, illness
or disability, and | oss of enploynent.

(3) The loan repaynent assistance program nust be available to
ot herwi se eligible graduates of the |aw school who work in positions
wi th nonprofit organi zations or governnent agenci es. Such positions
must be |located wthin Washington state. Gover nment agenci es shal
i ncl ude the various branches of the mlitary.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The sum of five hundred thousand
dollars, or as nuch thereof as nmay be necessary, is appropriated for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008, from the general fund to the
University of Wshington school of law |oan repaynent assistance
program endowrent fund for the purposes of this act.

(2) A sumequal to the total anmount contributed to the University
of Washi ngton school of |aw | oan repaynent assistance program endowrent
fund from private sources subsequent to the effective date of this
section, up to a maxinmm of five hundred thousand dollars, is
appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009, fromthe general
fund to the University of Wshington school of law |oan repaynent
assi stance program endowrent fund for the purposes of this act.

--- END ---
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