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H 2631.1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1897

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By House Committee on State Governnment & Tribal Affairs (originally
sponsored by Representatives WIlIlians and Hunt)

READ FI RST TI ME 2/ 28/ 07.

AN ACT Rel ating to disclosure of attorney invoices; and creating a
new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the legislature to
clarify that no reasonabl e construction of chapter 42.56 RCW has ever
allowed attorney invoices to be withheld in their entirety by any
public entity in a request for docunents under that chapter. It is
further the intent of the legislature that specific descriptions of
work performed be redacted only if they would reveal an attorney's
ment al inpressions, actual |egal advice, theories, or opinions, or are
ot herwi se exenpt under this act or other laws, with the burden upon the
public entity to justify each redaction and narrowy construe any
exception to full disclosure. The legislature intends to clarify that
the public's interest in open, accountable governnent includes an
accounting of any expenditure of public resources, including through
l[iability insurance, upon private |egal counsel or private consultants.
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