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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1873

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By House Commttee on Judi ci ary (originally sponsor ed by
Representatives O nsby, Haler, Pedersen, Wod, VanDeWge, Canpbell,
Fl anni gan, Kessler, WIIlians and Lantz)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 28/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to actions for wongful injury or death; amending
RCW 4. 24. 010; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW4.24.010 and 1998 ¢ 237 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

A nother or father, or both, who has regularly contributed to the
support of his or her ((#rer)) child who is under the age of twenty-
six, and the nother or father, or both, of a child on whom either, or
both, are dependent for support may maintain or join as a party an
action as plaintiff for the injury or death of the child.

This section creates only one cause of action, but if the parents
of the child are not married, are separated, or not married to each
ot her danmages may be awarded to each plaintiff separately, as the trier
of fact finds just and equitable.

If one parent brings an action under this section and the other
parent is not nanmed as a plaintiff, notice of the institution of the
suit, together with a copy of the conplaint, shall be served upon the
ot her parent: PROVI DED, That notice shall be required only if
parent age has been duly established.
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Such notice shall be in conpliance with the statutory requirenents
for a sutmmons. Such notice shall state that the other parent nust join
as a party to the suit within twenty days or the right to recover
damages under this section shall be barred. Fai lure of the other
parent to tinely appear shall bar such parent's action to recover any
part of an award nmade to the party instituting the suit.

In such an action, in addition to damages for nedical, hospital
medi cati on expenses, and | oss of services and support, damages may be
recovered for the |loss of |ove and conpani onship of the child and for
injury to or destruction of the parent-child relationship in such
anount as, under all the circunstances of the case, may be just.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act applies to any cause of action
filed on or after the effective date of this act, regardl ess of whether
the cause of action accrued before or after the effective date of this
act .

~-- END ---
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