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HOUSE BI LL 1834

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Al exander, Haler, Chandler, Bailey and Kretz

Read first time 01/30/2007. Referred to Committee on Appropriations.

AN ACT Relating to appropriations |egislation; adding new sections
to chapter 44.04 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 44.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The |l egislature finds that approval of the state budget is the nost
inportant act of the legislature in any vyear, having profound
consequences for every resident of the state. The |legislature further
finds that the public is entitled to a reasonabl e opportunity to |earn
how public funds are proposed to be expended before bills nmaking
appropriations becone law. The |legislature further finds that public
notice, dissemnation of information, and infornmed anal ysis of proposed
budgets is an essential requi site of transparent, accountable
gover nnent .

The legislature finds that omi bus appropriations bills frequently
have been acted on by the legislature in a manner that has afforded
little opportunity for public review and information about proposed
expendi tures, or for nmenbers of the legislature to deliberate upon such
| egislation in an infornmed and consci entious manner. The | egislature
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finds that this practice has weakened the performance of the
legislature in its stewardship of public funds, and reduced public
trust in governnent. The legislature finds that many other states, in
their constitutions, statutes, or legislative rules, require an
opportunity for public and | egislative review of budget | egislation.

The |l egislature therefore finds that it is in the public interest
to provide for an appropriate period of public and | egislative review
of all ommibus appropriations bills before they are acted on by the
| egi slature and submitted to the governor for approval.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 44.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

An ommi bus operating, capital, or transportation appropriations
bill, or any other bill that inplenents an omi bus operating, capital,
or transportation appropriations bill and is effective for the sane
period as such appropriations bill, nmust be made publicly available to
the nenbers of the legislature and the public at |east five cal endar
days before such bill my be voted on by the senate or the house of
representatives.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act shall be known and cited as the
budget sunshi ne act of 2007.

~-- END ---
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