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H 2539.1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1792

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By House Commttee on Comrerce & Labor (originally sponsored by
Representatives Conway, Condotta, Morris, Chandler, Kenney, Priest,
P. Sullivan, Chase, Wod and Moell er)

READ FI RST TI ME 2/ 28/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to a study of the incidence of total permanent
disability pensions in the state's workers' conpensation system and
creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The departnent of |abor and industries
shall conduct a study of the incidence of total permanent disability
pensions in the state's workers' conpensation system The depart nent
shall contract with an i ndependent researcher approved by the | abor and
busi ness nenbers of the workers' conpensation advisory commttee. The
i ndependent researcher nust have denonstrated expertise in workers
conpensation systens. The departnent shall consult with the workers
conpensati on advisory committee in determning the criteria to use in
selecting a researcher and in selecting the researcher with which to
contract.

(2) I'n conducting the study under subsection (1) of this section,
the researcher selected shall consider the foll ow ng:

(a) Causes of the recent increase in total permanent disability
cases, including changes in injured worker denographics, policy, and
ot her areas that nmay be identified,
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(b) Future anticipated total permanent disability trends;

(c) A conparison of Wshington's permanent disability clains
experience and injured workers with other states and jurisdictions;

(d) The inpact of the standard for finding workers enployable on
the incidence of permanent total disability pensions; and

(e) The inpact of vocational rehabilitation under RCW 51.32. 095,
and any inprovenents to vocational rehabilitation, on the incidence of
permanent total disability pensions.

(3) The departnent shall report to the workers' conpensation
advisory conmttee on the results of the study on or before July 1,
2008.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2007, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

~-- END ---
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