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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1677

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By House Comm ttee on Educati on (originally sponsor ed by
Representatives Quall, Rodne, Dunshee, Onsby, B. Sullivan, Hurst,
Chase, Hunt , P. Sul l'i van, Pettigrew, Lovi ck, Jarrett, Me Coy,
Ander son, Upt hegrove, Santos, Sells, Conway and Rol fes)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 27/ 07.

AN ACT Rel ating to outdoor education and recreation; adding a new
section to chapter 79A. 05 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the legislature to
establish an outdoor education and recreation program to provide a
| arge nunber of underserved students with quality opportunities to
directly experience the natural world. It is the intent of the program
to inprove students' overall academc performance, self-esteem
personal responsibility, comrunity involvenent, personal health, and
under standi ng of nature. Further, it is the intent of the programto
enpower |ocal communities to engage students in outdoor education and
recreation experiences.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 79A. 05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The outdoor education and recreation grant program is hereby
created, subject to the availability of funds in the outdoor education
and recreation account. The comm ssion shall establish and inpl enent
the program by rule to provide opportunities for public agencies,
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private nonprofit organizations, formal school prograns, nonfornal
af ter-school prograns, and comrunity-based prograns to receive grants
from the account. Prograns that provide outdoor education
opportunities to schools shall be fully aligned with the state's
essential academ c | earning requirenents.

(2) The program shall be phased in beginning wwth the schools and
students wth the greatest needs in suburban, rural, and urban areas of
the state. The program shall focus on students who qualify for free
and reduced-price lunch, who are nost likely to fail academ cally, or
who have the greatest potential to drop out of school.

(3) The director shall set priorities and develop criteria for the
awarding of grants to outdoor education and recreation progranms
considering at |east the foll ow ng:

(a) Prograns that contribute to the reduction of academ c failure
and dropout rates;

(b) Prograns that make use of r esear ch- based, ef fective
envi ronnent al education curriculum and best practices;

(c) Prograns that contribute to healthy life styles through outdoor
recreation and sound nutrition;

(d) Various Washington state parks as venues and use of the
comm ssion's personnel as a resource;

(e) Prograns that nmaxim ze the nunber of participants that can be
served;

(f) Progranms that will commt matching and in-kind resources;

(g) Prograns that create partnerships wth public and private
entities;

(h) Prograns that provide students with opportunities to directly
experience and understand nature and the natural world; and

(i) Prograns that include ongoi ng program eval uati on, assessnent,
and reporting of their effectiveness.

(4) The director shall create an advisory conmmttee to assist and
advise the commssion in the developnment and admnistration of the
out door education and recreation program The director should solicit
representation on the commttee fromthe office of the superintendent
of public instruction, the departnent of fish and wldlife, the

busi ness community, outdoor organizations wth an interest in
educati on, and any others the conm ssion deens sufficient to ensure a
cross section of stakehol ders. When the director creates such an
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advisory commttee, its nenbers shall be reinbursed from the outdoor
education and recreation program account for travel expenses as
provided in RCW43.03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(5) The outdoor education and recreation program account is created
in the custody of the state treasurer. Funds deposited in the outdoor
educati on and recreation program account shall be transferred only to
the comm ssion to be used solely for the comm ssion's outdoor education
and recreation program purposes identified in this section including
the admnistration of the program The director may accept gifts
grants, donations, or noneys fromany source for deposit in the outdoor
education and recreation program account. Any public agency in this
state may develop and inplenent outdoor education and recreation
prograns. The director may nmake grants to public agencies and contract
with any public or private agency or person to devel op and i npl enent
out door education and recreation prograns. The outdoor education and
recreation program account is subject to allotnment procedures under
chapter 43.88 RCW but an appropriation is not required for
expendi t ur es.

~-- END ---
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