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ENGROSSED HOUSE BI LL 1667

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Green, Cody, Mrrell, Onsby, Meller and Sinpson

Read first tine 01/24/2007. Referred to Commttee on Health Care &
VWl | ness.

AN ACT Relating to fairness and equity in health professions
licensing fees; anending RCW 43.70.250; creating a new section; and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW43.70.250 and 2006 ¢ 72 s 4 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, it shal
be the policy of the state of W shington that the cost of each
prof essional, occupational, or business |icensing program be fully
borne by the nenbers of that profession, occupation, or business. The
secretary shall from tinme to tinme establish the anount of al
application fees, license fees, registration fees, exam nation fees,
permt fees, renewal fees, and any other fee associated with |icensing
or reqgulation of professions, occupations, or businesses adm nistered

by the departnent. In fixing said fees, the secretary shall set the
fees for each program at a sufficient level to defray the costs of
adm nistering that program and the cost of regulating |I|icensed

vol unt eer nedical workers in accordance with RCW 18. 130. 360, except as
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provided in RCW18.79.202 until June 30, 2013. All such fees shall be
fixed by rule adopted by the secretary in accordance wth the
provi sions of the adm nistrative procedure act, chapter 34.05 RCW

(2) For all credentials issued after January 1, 2008, in addition
to the credentialing fee, the secretary shall inpose an annual
surcharge of one dollar and fifty cents on all credentialed health
prof essionals operating under the health professions account created
under RCW 43.70. 320. The surcharge shall be placed in the health
prof essions account and used to reduce the fee when the annual base
renewal fee for any credentialed health profession exceeds five hundred
dollars per year to conduct core credentialing and disciplinary
activities. Annual base renewal fees do not include special surcharges
that may also be collected at the tine of the credential renewal. This
provision does not apply to regulated business entities whose funds
reside with the health professions account.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The departnent of health shall review the
ef fecti veness of the equity surcharge established in RCW43.70.250 with
respect to elimnating inequities in the level of credentialing fees
paid by health care providers regulated by the departnent of health.
The review shall specifically consider the effect of the surcharge in
reducing credentialing fees for professions with high fees and
i ncreasing the nunber of health care providers in those professions.
The review shall provide any recommendations that would increase
adm nistrative efficiency and provide greater equity in credentialing
fee amounts. The departnment of health shall submt its report to the
| egi sl ature by Novenber 15, 2010.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act expires July 1, 2011.

~-- END ---
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