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HOUSE BI LL 1634

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Roach, Anderson, Priest, MCune, Rodne and Strow

Read first tine 01/ 24/ 2007. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to expanding required instruction and instructional
capacity in high school mathematics; anmendi ng RCW 28A. 230. 090; addi ng
new sections to chapter 28A. 410 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that students’
know edge of mathematics nust inprove to enable themto be successful
in college and in an increasingly technol ogi cal and conpl ex workpl ace.
The only way to inprove students' knowedge is to inprove the
instruction in mathematics that students receive in public schools
Therefore, the legislature intends to increase both the expectation and
the capacity for mathematics instruction in Wshington's public
school s, focusing particularly at the high school |evel.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A.230.090 and 2006 c 114 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The state board of education shall establish high school
graduation requirenents or equivalencies for students, except those
equi val enci es established by local high schools or school districts
under RCW 28A. 230. 097.
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(a) Beginning with the class of students entering high school in
the fall of 2007, mninmum high school graduation requirenents shall
include three years of mathematics, with at | east one year containing
content at a level that exceeds the Washington assessnent of student
learning and is aligned with coll ege preparation standards.

(b) Any course in Washington state history and governnent used to
fulfill high school graduation requirenents shall consider including
information on the culture, history, and governnent of the Anmerican
| ndi an peopl es who were the first inhabitants of the state.

((b)y)) (c) The certificate of academ c achi evenent requirenents
under RCW 28A.655.061 or the certificate of individual achievenent
requi rements under RCW 28A. 155.045 are required for graduation from a
public high school but are not the only requirenents for graduation.

((€e))) (d) Any decision on whether a student has net the state
board's high school graduation requirenments for a high school and
beyond plan shall remain at the local |evel.

(2) In recognition of the statutory authority of the state board of
education to establish and enforce mninmum high school graduation
requi renents, the state board shall periodically reevaluate the
graduation requirenments and shall report such findings to the
| egislature in a tinmely manner as determ ned by the state board. The
state board shall reevaluate the graduation requirenents for students
enrolled in vocationally intensive and rigorous career and technica
education prograns, particularly those prograns that l|lead to a
certificate or credential that is state or nationally recognized. The
pur pose of the evaluation is to ensure that students enrolled in these
prograns have sufficient opportunity to earn a certificate of academ c
achi evenent, conplete the programand earn the progranmis certificate or
credential, and conplete other state and | ocal graduation requirenents.
The board shall ((reports—freport})) report its findings and
recommendations for additional flexibility in graduation requirenents,
if necessary, to the legislature by Decenber 1, 2007.

(3) Pursuant to any requirenment for instruction in |anguages other
than English established by the state board of education or a | ocal
school district, or both, for purposes of high school graduation,
students who receive instruction in Anerican sign |anguage or one or
nore Anerican Indian | anguages shall be considered to have satisfied
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the state or local school district graduation requirenent for
instruction in one or nore | anguages ot her than English.

(4) If requested by the student and his or her famly, a student
who has conpleted high school courses before attending high school
shal |l be given high school credit which shall be applied to fulfilling
hi gh school graduation requirenents if:

(a) The course was taken with high school students, if the academ c
| evel of the course exceeds the requirenments for seventh and eighth
grade classes, and the student has successfully passed by conpleting
the same course requirements and exam nations as the high school
students enrolled in the class; or

(b) The academ c | evel of the course exceeds the requirenments for
seventh and ei ghth grade classes and the course would qualify for high
school credit, because the course is simlar or equivalent to a course
offered at a high school in the district as determ ned by the schoo
district board of directors.

(5) Students who have taken and successfully conpl eted high school
courses under the circunstances in subsection (4) of this section shal
not be required to take an additional conpetency exam nation or perform
any ot her additional assignnment to receive credit.

(6) At the college or wuniversity level, five quarter or three
senester hours equals one high school credit.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A 410
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) To neet increased demand for high school mathematics teachers
resulting from increased graduation requirenents in mathematics, the
fast track to math program is created under sections 3 through 5 of
this act. The intent of the programis to identify exenplary teachers,
create a fast track for these teachers to becone endorsed to teach high
school mathematics, and provide incentives and financial support for
participants in the fast track.

(2) The professional educator standards board shall develop or
identify a performance evaluation instrunment for school districts to
use in nomnating teachers for the fast track to math program The
i nstrunent shall be objective and standard for use in all districts and
assess a teacher's know edge, skills, and abilities. The board shal
recomend the standard for the | evel of know edge, skill, and ability
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expected from an exenplary teacher, but the decision of whether a
teacher neets the standard shall be nade by the enploying school
district.

(3) Using the performance evaluation instrunment identified under
this section, school districts may nom nate exenpl ary teachers who do
not have a certification endorsenent in mathematics to obtain an
endor senent through the fast track to math program Only a teacher who
is nomnated by his or her enploying school district as an exenplary
teacher may participate in the program

(4) A participating teacher who successfully conpletes a fast track
to math preparation program approved by the professional educator
st andards board under section 4 of this act and passes the assessnent
of subject know edge required under RCW 28A. 410.220 shall receive a
certification endorsenent in nmathematics.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 410
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The professional educator standards board shall adopt
gui delines for fast track to math preparati on progranms. The prograns
shal | be specially designed to provide exenpl ary, experienced teachers
wi th content and pedagogi cal know edge in mathematics to enable themto
teach high school mathematics. Prograns shall be brief and intensive;
structured to permt nost participants to conplete the program during
a single sumrer; and w dely accessible for teachers, including those in
rural areas. To meaximze access and efficiency, prograns shal
i ncorporate distance |earning technologies. The board shall adopt the
gui delines no | ater than Septenber 1, 2007.

(2) Any teacher preparation program approved under RCW 28A. 410. 210
to offer a certification endorsenent in mathematics may propose a fast
track to math preparation program and submt it to the professiona
educat or standards board for approval, based on the guidelines adopted
under this section.

(3) It is the legislature's intent that teachers have the
opportunity to enroll in approved fast track to math preparation
prograns by the sunmer of 2008.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 28A 410
RCWto read as foll ows:
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Subject to the availability of funds appropriated for this purpose:

(1) The professional educator standards board shall provide a one-
time grant to teacher preparation prograns that receive approval under
section 4 of this act to offer a fast track to math preparati on program
to offset the costs of developing the curriculum assessnents, and
materials for the program

(2) The professional educator standards board shall provide the
followi ng financial support to teachers participating in a fast track
to math preparation program

(a) A grant to offset the costs of program tuition, fees, and
mat eri al s;

(b) A stipend as conpensation for the tine teachers nust dedicate
to conplete the intensive program and

(c) Agrant to offset the cost of taking the assessnent of subject
know edge required under RCW 28A. 410. 220.

(3) For teachers who receive a certificate endorsenent in
mat hematics after conpleting a fast track to math preparati on program
the professional educator standards board shall provide an annual
incentive bonus of up to two thousand five hundred dollars for each
year that the teacher teaches mathematics in a Wshington public
school, subject to alimt of four years.

--- END ---
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