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HOUSE BI LL 1619

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Anderson, Priest and Hai gh

Read first tine 01/ 24/ 2007. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to establishing first teacher parent nentor
prograns; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that famlies have a

maj or influence on their children's achievenent in school. Famlies of
all inconme and education levels, and from all ethnic and cultura
backgrounds, should be supported and encouraged to be involved in
school and in their children's learning at hone. Therefore the

| egislature intends to establish first teacher parent nentor prograns
to provide connections between schools, community organizations, and
parents; recruit and provide training for parent nentors; and expand
opportunities for involvenent by parents in their children's schools,
particularly for parents from diverse conmunities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) Subject to the availability of funds
appropriated for this purpose, the superintendent of public instruction
shall allocate pilot grants on a conpetitive basis to school district
and comunity partnerships for the purpose of establishing first
t eacher parent nentor prograns.
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(2) School districts that apply for a pilot grant under this
section nust create partnerships with comunity organizations, state
and |ocal governnent social service offices, and parent advisory
councils to establish the prograns. |In awarding the pilot grants, the
superintendent shall give priority to school districts with high
enrol I ment of students from diverse communities and school districts
where additional strategies such as expanded parent involvenent are
needed to i nprove student achievenent and reduce the achi evenent gap.

(3) The pilot grants may be used for the purposes of:

(a) Recruiting parents fromdiverse communities and training them
as nentors of other parents and advocates on behalf of their children's
educati on;

(b) Providing a stipend for parent nmentors to conduct outreach with
other parents; serving as |iaisons between parents, schools, and
community organi zations; and acting as resources in helping parents
access educational, social, and governnental services frompartners in
t he program

(c) Expanding parent involvenent opportunities and nulticultura
activities in schools, particularly for parents from diverse
communi ties;

(d) Conducting informational sessions for parents from diverse
comunities to help them in their role as their children's first
t eacher; and

(e) Conducting training for school staff on howto create "fam/ly-
friendly" school environnments, particularly for famlies from diverse
comuni ties.

~-- END ---
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