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THI RD SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1601

State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Select Conmittee on Environnmental Health (originally
sponsored by Representatives Rolfes, Canpbell, Chase, Hudgins, Hunt,
Morrell, Upthegrove, MCoy, Santos, D ckerson, Hasegawa, Sells,
Schual - Ber ke, Wod, and Si npson)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 18/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to the children's environnental health and
protection advisory council; creating new sections; and providing an
expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that children in the
state face many preventabl e exposures to environnental hazards in their
school s, hones, and communities. In certain cases children are at
greater risk than adults for exposure to and possible illness from
environnental hazards. This is due in part to their behaviors but also
to their decreased ability to detoxify certain substances due to the
immaturity of their body organs and i nmune systens.

The legislature further finds that higher rates of poverty place
children of ethnic and mnority conmunities at disproportionate risk
for environnental exposures due to inadequate housing, poor nutrition,
and limted access to health care. Solutions to conpl ex environnent al
health problens require the ongoi ng comuni cation, coll aboration, and
cooperation of affected communities.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. As used in this act, "environnmental hazard"
means one or a group of toxic chem cal, biological, or physical agents
in the environnent, resulting from human activities or natural
processes, that may inpact the health of exposed children, including
such pollutants as |lead, pesticides, air pollutants, contam nated
drinking water, polluted waters, toxic waste, pol ychl ori nat ed
bi phenyl s, secondhand t obacco snoke, and industrial and honme chem cals.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The children's environnental health and
protection advisory council is created.

(2) Menbership of the advisory council shall consist of fifteen
menbers. The president of the senate shall appoint one nenber of the
majority party and one nenber of the mnority party. The speaker of
the house of representatives shall appoint one nenber from each party.
If an appointed nenber of either the senate or the house of
representatives is unable to attend an advisory council neeting, that
menber nmay send a designee in his or her place. The ot her nenbers
shal |l include: The secretary of the departnent of health or designee;
the director of the departnent of ecol ogy or designee; the director of
the departnent of agriculture or designee; the superintendent of public
instruction or designee; the director of the WAshi ngton poi son control
center; one nenber of +the state board of health; one tribal
representative, appointed by the governor; one |icensed pediatric
health care provider wth expertise in the field of <children's
environmental health, appointed by the governor; one representative
from the academ c community involved in research on environnental
toxi ns and human exposure, appointed by the governor; a board certified
human toxi col ogi st, appointed by the governor; and a board certified
envi ronment al toxicol ogi st, appointed by the governor.

(3) Menbers of the advisory council shal | serve W thout
conpensati on.

(4) The board of health shall provide staff support and
adm ni strative assistance to the advisory council.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The advisory council shall:

(1) Review and comment on existing |laws, rules, regulations, and
standards to ensure that they adequately protect the health of children
from envi ronment al hazards;
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(2) Review existing laws, rules, regulations, and standards of
other states that relate to the protection of the health of children
from environmental hazards;

(3) Review current research on environnental toxins and exposures,
children's environnental health, and other research relevant to the
protection of the health of children from environnental hazards;

(4) Work collaboratively with state agencies and others, including
the Washington association of school business officials and the
Washi ngton associ ation of maintenance and operation adm nistrators,
wi t hout duplicating current work in this area; and

(5) Report to the governor and the | egislature by Decenber 1, 2008,
and Decenber 1, 2009, with recommendations on changes in regulation
that would reduce children's exposure to environnmental hazards and
recommendati ons for collaborative approaches to public education.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The advisory council shall collaborate with
and coordinate the activities set forth in section 4 of this act with
the pesticide incident reporting and tracking review panel created in
RCW 70.104.070 through 70.104.100 to ensure that the panel's
i nvestigations, reporting, and education activities are not duplicated
by the advisory council.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The state board of health may solicit,
accept, and spend gifts, grants, bequests, devises, and other funds
from public and private sources to fund the activities of the
children's environnental health and protection advisory council created
under section 3 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. This act expires June 30, 2010.

~-- END ---
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