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HOUSE BI LL 1517

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Schual -Berke, Priest, MDernott, Anderson, Quall,
Kenney, Roberts, Lantz, Kagi, Moeller, Santos, Hunt and Hudgi ns

Read first tine 01/22/2007. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to enhancing world | anguage instruction in public
school s; addi ng new sections to chapter 28A 300 RCW and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that Wshington
stat e:

(a) I's one of the nost trade-dependent states in the United States,
where one in three jobs is directly connected to trade;

(b) Benefits froma thriving tourist trade;

(c) Encourages cultural wunderstanding and tolerance for its
citizens; and

(d) Seeks a world-class education system

(2) The legislature further finds that there is a current |ack of
| eadership and commtnent at the state level to inprove world | anguage
instruction so that our students can secure their part in the globa
community and remain conpetitive in the world.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:
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The superintendent of public instruction shall assign at |east one
full -time equivalent staff position wthin the office of the
superintendent of public instruction to serve as the world | anguage
supervi sor. The world | anguage supervisor shall have the foll ow ng
duties and responsibilities:

(1) Develop, conduct, and oversee professional devel opnent for
teachers on grade | evel expectations, state and national standards, and
best practices in instruction for world | anguages;

(2) Provide technical assistance to schools in designing elenentary
and mddle school |anguage prograns, selecting and designing high
quality curriculum and providing professional devel opnent;

(3) Advise in the devel opnent of online world | anguage courses;

(4) Create a clearinghouse of information and naterials to support
high quality world | anguage instruction at the elenentary and secondary
| evel s;

(5) Secure and inplenent grants, including federal grants, to
enhance worl d | anguage prograns;

(6) Encourage and foster an articulated curriculum for world
| anguages through el enentary, secondary, and postsecondary grades;

(7) Establish and maintain a state database for world | anguage
course offerings in schools and school districts;

(8) Inplenent nenoranda of understanding with mnistries of
education in other countries, including interview ng, selecting,
securing visas for, and providing orientation for visiting teachers;

(9) Serve in an advisory capacity on conmttees or work groups
regarding teacher certification, advanced placenent progranms, and
t ext book publishing and sel ection; and

(10) Serve as an education liaison with the business, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent communiti es.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Subject to the availability of funds appropriated for this
pur pose, the office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
all ocate grants, based on a conpetitive application process, for pil ot
projects to enhance instruction in world |anguages at the elenentary
and m ddl e school |[evel.
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(2) At least one of the pilot projects shall inplement a dual
| anguage enrichnent program using a major Asian | anguage and English as
the dual |anguages. A dual |anguage enrichnent programis one where
all students in the class receive instruction in both |anguages,
spendi ng approximately one-half of the class day learning in one
| anguage and the other half of the school day learning in the other
| anguage.

(3) At least one of the pilot projects shall inplenment a
t echnol ogy- enhanced instructional nodel where instruction in a najor
Asi an | anguage, preferably by a native speaker, is provided through a
conbination of the K-20 telecomunications network, other online
technol ogy, and supplenental direct instruction by the classroom
t eacher.

(4 A the end of the grant period, the office of the
superintendent of public instruction shall evaluate the outcones,
successes, and limtations of the pilot projects as strategies to
enhance world |anguage instruction in public schools and report its
findings to the education commttees of the legislature at the first
| egislative session after the end of the grant period.

- END ---
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