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H 0733.1

HOUSE BI LL 1490

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives H nkle, Cody, Meller, Linville and Wod

Read first tine 01/22/2007. Referred to Commttee on Health Care &
VWl | ness.

AN ACT Rel ating to a consuner-directed nedicaid coverage plan; and
creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that there is a
significant disconnect in the state's nedicaid program between
reci pients and those delivering and paying for their care. Medi cai d
recipients are not enpowered to make decisions regarding their own
health care needs. Nor are there incentives for nedicaid recipients to
be prudent purchasers of health care. The legislature further finds
that there are a significant nunber of nedicaid recipients who are only
tenporarily on nedicaid and wll need to transition to enployer-
sponsored health insurance or purchase health care in the private
mar ket .

The federal deficit reduction act of 2005 allows states to redesign
their medicaid prograns, creating nore flexibility in benefit and cost-
sharing designs and giving enrollees nore opportunity to decide how
they use their health care benefits. Specifically, the deficit
reduction act allows for ten states to operate nedi caid denonstration
prograns to test alternative systens to deliver nedicaid benefits
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through a health opportunity account in conbination with a high
deducti ble health plan. Washi ngton state should continue to be a
| eader in health care policy and submt a state plan anmendnent to the
center for nedicaid and nedicare to be one of the ten states to
i npl ement a heal th opportunity account denonstration program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The departnent of social and health services
shall submt a state plan anendnent to the center for nedicaid and
medi care services to be one of the ten states to operate a nedicaid
denonstration programto test alternative systens to deliver nedicaid
benefits through a health opportunity account. The state plan
amendnent shall be in conpliance wwth federal deficit reduction act of
2005 and other rules or directives provided by the center for nedicaid
and nedicare services. The state plan amendnent shall also identify
individuals eligible to receive transitional nedical assistance as the
target population to participate in this denonstration project.

~-- END ---
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