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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1363

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By House Committee on State Governnment & Tribal Affairs (originally
sponsored by Representatives Ml oscia, Chase, Hasegawa, MDernott,
Pettigrew, Upthegrove, Roberts, Darneille and Goodman)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 20/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to voter registration at state agencies; anending
RCW 29A. 08. 310 and 29A.08.330; and adding new sections to chapter
29A. 08 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 29A. 08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The legislature finds that one of the nost fundamental rights is
the right to vote, and it is the primary duty of governnent to actively
encourage voter registration and to nmake this opportunity wdely
available to eligible citizens. It is the intent of the |legislature
that all state agencies and their vendors, contractors, and partners
shal | consider ways to increase and inprove voter registration services
so that, of its eligible population, Wshington has the highest
percentage of registered voters.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 29A. 08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A person may register to vote, transfer a voter registration, or
change his or her nane for voter registration purposes when he or she
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applies in person for public assistance, disability services, or makes
an in-person report of an address change at an enploynent security
departnent facility or the departnent of social and health services.
Voter registration procedures at these agencies shall be pursuant to
RCW 29A. 08. 330.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 29A. 08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) State agencies providing voter registration services, whether
desi gnated by the governor or required by statute, shall keep records
reflecting the nunber of persons who:

(a) Request, apply for, or receive a service fromthose agenci es,
i ncluding reporting a change of address;

(b) Register to vote, transfer a voter registration, or decline to
either register to vote or transfer a voter registration;

(c) Request a voter registration application but do not return it
to the agency staff.

(2) The secretary of state shall produce an annual report, wth
appropriate performance neasures, fromthis data on a county by county
basi s. The data should be reported in aggregate terns and not wth
reference to individual voters. The report nust:

(a) Show the nunber of registered voters as a reflection of the
nunber of eligible voting population in each county;

(b) Identify the chief challenges in increasing voter registration;

and
(c) Recommend action for increasing the percentage of registered
voters.

Sec. 4. RCW 29A. 08. 310 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 222 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The governor, in consultation wth the secretary of state,
shal |l designate agencies to provide voter registration services in
conpliance wth federal statutes. New agencies, vendors, or

contractors, shall be added as appropriate on a biennial basis.

(2) Each state agency designated shall provide voter registration
services for enployees and the public within each office of that
agency.
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(3) The secretary of state shall design and provide a standard
notice informng the public of the availability of voter registration,
whi ch notice shall be posted in each state agency where such services
are avail abl e.

(4) The secretary of state shall post on its web site the |list of
state agencies that provide voter registration services and shal
update this list as new agencies are added.

(5) The secretary of state shall design and provide standard voter
registration forns for use by these state agencies.

((51)) (6) Each (({+aAst+tut+on—of—hgher—educatton—shatk—put—+n

| . . . . b_site. oy
wHH—H-nrk—thestudent)) state agency shall place alink on its web site
to the secretary of state's voter registration web site. ((Fheprorpt

et I e | ho wicl . )

Sec. 5. RCW 29A.08.330 and 2005 c¢ 246 s 14 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The secretary of state shall prescribe the nethod of voter
regi stration for each designated agency. The agency shall use either
the state voter registration by mail formw th a separate declination
formfor the applicant to indicate that he or she declines to register
at this time, or the agency may use a separate form approved for use by
the secretary of state.

(2) The person providing service at the agency shall offer voter
regi stration services to every client whenever he or she applies for
service or assistance and with each renewal, recertification, or change
of address. The person providing service shall give the applicant the
sane | evel of assistance with the voter registration application as is
offered to fill out the agency's fornms and docunents, including
information about age and citizenship requirenents for voter
registration. The person providing service at the agency shall not
make any statenent that would di scourage the applicant fromregistering
to vote, or lead the applicant to believe that a decision to register
or not to register has any bearing on the eligibility or the
avai lability of the public service or assistance.

(3) The person providing service at the agency shall determne if
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the prospective applicant wants to register to vote or transfer his or
her voter registration by asking the follow ng question:

"Do you want to register to vote or transfer your voter
regi stration?"

| f the applicant chooses to register or transfer a registration
t he service agent shall ask the follow ng:

(a) "Are you a United States citizen?"
(b) "Are you or will you be eighteen years of age on or before the
next el ection?"

If the applicant answers in the affirmative to both questions, the
agent shall then provide the applicant wwth a voter registration form
and instructions and shall record that the applicant has requested to
register to vote or transfer a voter registration. I f the applicant
answers in the negative to either question, the agent shall not provide
the applicant with a voter registration form

(4) If an agency uses a conputerized application process, it nay,
in consultation wwth the secretary of state, devel op nethods to capture
simul taneously the information required for voter registration during
a person's conputerized application process.

(5) Each designated agency shall provide for the voter registration
application forns to be collected fromeach agency office at |east once
each week. The agency shall then forward the application forns to the
secretary of state each week. The secretary of state shall forward the
forms to the county in which the applicant has registered to vote no
|ater than ten days after the date on which the forns were received by
the secretary of state.

--- END ---
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