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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1252

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Comm ttee on Technol ogy, Energy & Conmuni cations (originally
sponsored by Representatives Hunter, Buri, MlIntire, Springer, Rodne,
Kagi, Fromhold, Kirby, Hi nkle, Jarrett, MCoy, B. Sullivan, Appleton,
Takko, Newhouse, M/l oscia, Blake, Kenney, Dickerson, Haigh, P
Sullivan, Darneille, Moeller, Schual-Berke, Eddy, Santos and Rol f es)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 15/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to establishing restrictions on prerecorded
t el ephone calls; anmendi ng RCW 80. 36. 400; and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWB80.36.400 and 1986 c 281 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) ((As—used—inthis—seetion—)) The definitions in this subsection
apply throughout this section unless the context clearly requires
ot herw se.

(a) ((An)) "Automatic dialing and announci ng device" ((+s)) neans
a device which automatically dials telephone nunbers and plays a
recorded nmessage once a connection is made.

purechaseproperty,—goods—or—serviees—)) "Caller” neans an individual,

corporation, limted liability conpany, partnership, unincorporated
association, or the entity that attenpts to contact, or contacts, a
subscriber in the state on the subscriber's tel ecomunications device,
regardl ess of whether the call is made through a wireline, wreless,
Voi ce-over internet protocol, or other teleconmmunications service. A
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caller may also include the business entity or affiliated organi zation
that contracted for the call, regardless of whether the call is placed
frominside or outside the state.

(c) "Subscriber" nmeans a person who has subscribed to receive
tel ecommunications service in Wshington from a provider of
tel ecommuni cations services including, but not limted to, wreline,
wreless, and voice-over internet protocol services, or a person
residing wwth the subscribing person.

(2) ((Ne—person—mway—use)) A caller may not use or connect to a

tel ecommuni cations line an automatic dialing and announcing device

ROA—tt—shal—be—presurred—that)) to place calls to subscribers who

reside in WAshington and whose tel ephone nunbers are assigned to the
state of Washington under the North Anerican nunbering plan unless:
(a) The subscriber has knowingly or voluntarily requested, consented
to, permtted, or authorized receipt of the nessage; or (b) the nessage
is imediately preceded by a live operator who discloses who is paying
for the nessage at the beginning of the call and obtains the
subscriber's consent before the nessage is delivered.

(3) Subsection (2) of this section does not apply to the foll ow ng:

(a) Messages from school districts to students, parents, or
enpl oyees;

(b) Messages to subscribers with whom the caller has a current
busi ness or personal relationship,;

(c) Messages concerning an energency affecting public safety;

(d) Messages advi sing enployees of work schedul es; or

(e) Messages fromfederal, state, or local governnent entities or
nmuni ci pal corporations.

(4) The leqgislature finds that the practices covered by this
section are matters vitally affecting the public interest for the
purpose of applying the consuner protection act, chapter 19.86 RCW A
violation of this section is not reasonable in relation to the
devel opnent and preservation of business and is an unfair or deceptive
act in trade or commerce and an unfair nethod of conpetition for the
purpose of applying the consuner protection act, chapter 19.86 RCW
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Damages to the recipient ((et—ecormreretal—soHecitattons—made)) for
receiving a recorded nessage using an automatic dialing and announci ng
device are five hundred dollars per violation.

((64))) (5) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent
the Washington utilities and transportation conm ssion from adopting
additional rules regulating automatic dialing and announci ng devi ces.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

~-- END ---
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