©O© 00 N o o b

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

H 0647.1

HOUSE BI LL 1249

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Bl ake, Kretz, Ocutt, Takko and Hai gh

Read first tinme 01/15/2007. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Nat ural Resources.

AN ACT Relating to hunter education; anmending RCW 77.32.155 and
77.15.700; and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW77.32.155 and 2006 ¢ 23 s 1 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) (a) When purchasing any hunting |icense, persons under the age
of eighteen shall present certification of conpletion of a course of
instruction of at least ten hours in the safe handling of firearns,
safety, conservation, and sportsmanship. Al'l persons purchasing any
hunting license for the first time, if born after January 1, 1972
shal | present such certification

((62)) (b) The director may establish a program for training
persons in the safe handling of firearns, conservati on, and
sportsmanship and shall prescribe the type of instruction and the
qualifications of the instructors. The director may cooperate with the
National Rifle Association, organized sportsnen's groups, or other
public or private organizations when establishing the training program

((63))) (c) Upon the successful conpletion of a course established
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under this section, the trainee shall receive a hunter education
certificate signed by an authorized instructor. The certificate is
evi dence of conpliance with this section.

((64))) (d) The director nmay accept certificates fromother states
that persons have successfully conpleted firearm safety, hunter
education, or simlar courses as evidence of conpliance with this
section.

((65))) (2)(a) The director nmay authorize a once in a lifetine, one
license year deferral of hunter education training for individuals who
are acconpanied by a nondeferred Wishington-licensed hunter over
eighteen years of age. The comm ssion may adopt rules for the
adm nistration of this subsection.

(b) The director is authorized to collect an application fee, not
to exceed twenty dollars, for obtaining the once in a lifetine, one
license year deferral of hunter education training fromthe departnent.
This fee nust be used exclusively to adm nister the deferral program
created in this subsection.

(c) For the purposes of this subsection, "acconpanied" neans to go
along with another person while staying within a range of the other
person  that permts cont i nual unai ded  vi sual and auditory
conmmuni cati on

(3) To encourage the participation of an adequate nunber of
instructors for the training program the conmm ssion shall devel op
nonnonetary incentives available to individuals who commt to serving
as an instructor. The incentives may include additional hunting
opportunities for instructors.

Sec. 2. RCW77.15.700 and 2005 ¢ 321 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnent shall inpose revocation and suspension of privileges
in the follow ng circunstances:

(1) Upon conviction, if directed by statute for an of fense;

(2) Upon conviction, if the departnment finds that actions of the
def endant denonstrated a willful or wanton disregard for conservation
of fish or wildlife. Such suspension of privileges may be pernanent.
Thi s subsection (2) does not apply to violations involving comrerci al
fishing;
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(3) If a person is convicted twice within ten years for a violation
involving unlawful hunting, killing, or possessing big gane, the
departnment shall order revocation and suspension of all hunting
privileges for two years. RCW 77.12.722 or 77.16.050 as it existed
before June 11, 1998, nmay conprise one of the convictions constituting
the basis for revocation and suspensi on under this subsection;

(4)(a) If a person is convicted of an offense, has an uncontested
notice of infraction, fails to appear at a hearing to contest an
infraction, or is found to have commtted an infraction three tinmes in
ten years involving any violation of recreational hunting or fishing
| aws or rules, the departnment shall order a revocation and suspensi on
of all recreational hunting and fishing privileges for tw years.

(b) A violation punishable as an infraction counts towards the
revocation and suspension of recreational hunting and fishing
privileges only where that violation is:

(i) Punishable as a crine on July 24, 2005, and is subsequently
decrimnalized; or

(ii) One of the following violations, as they exist on July 24,
2005: RCW 77.15.160 (1) or (2); WAC 220-56-116; WAC 220-56-315(11); or
WAC 220-56-355 (1) through (4).

(c) The conm ssion may, by rule, designate additional infractions
that do not count towards the revocati on and suspension of recreational
hunti ng and fishing privileges.

(5) If a person who has a deferral of hunter education training or
t he acconpanying hunter is convicted of a violation of this title while

hunti ng under the authority of RCW 77.32.155(2), the departnent shall
revoke all hunting licenses and tags and order a suspension of the
convi cted person's hunting privileges for two years.

~-- END ---
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