
SENATE BILL REPORT
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As Passed Senate, February 15, 2008

Title:  An act relating to fines levied in truancy court actions.

Brief Description:  Regarding fines collected in truancy court actions.

Sponsors:  Senators Stevens and Hargrove.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Human Services & Corrections: 1/31/08, 2/5/08 [DP].
Passed Senate: 2/15/08, 48-0.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES & CORRECTIONS

Majority Report:  Do pass.
Signed by Senators Hargrove, Chair; Regala, Vice Chair; Stevens, Ranking Minority

Member; Brandland, Carrell, Marr and McAuliffe.

Staff:  Jennifer Strus (786-7316)

Background:  Fifty percent of all fines imposed under the truancy petition provisions are to
be applied to the support of the public schools in the school district where the offense was
committed and the other 50 percent of the fine is to be paid to the county treasurer for the
court's use in enforcing the truancy provisions.

Summary of Bill:  The court is required to remit 50 percent of the fines collected under the
truancy petition provisions to the child's school district.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  The statute allows fines to be imposed and if
collected should be split 50/50 between the school district and the courts. School districts have
been struggling with the cost of the truancy process and any additional funds would be
appreciated.

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Bobbe Bridge, Becca Task Force; Debra Axtman, Marysville
School District; Linda Ellis, Edmonds School District; Peggy Brown, OSPI.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative members
in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it constitute a
statement of legislative intent.

Senate Bill Report - 1 - SB 6398


