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Brief Description:  Dividing water resource inventory area 14 into WRIA 14a and WRIA 14b.

Sponsors:  Senator Sheldon.

Senate Committee on Water, Energy & Telecommunications
House Committee on Agriculture & Natural Resources

Background:  The Watershed Planning Act establishes a process for local groups to develop
and implement plans to manage and protect local water resources and rights.  The local groups
authorized to develop watershed plans are organized by water resource inventory areas
(WRIA). A WRIA is an area determined to be a distinct watershed or river basin.

The Department of Ecology (Ecology) identifies 62 WRIAs.  Each WRIA is identified by a
number and may contain a local watershed planning group with an identified lead entity.  
Once constituted, a WRIA is eligible for grant funding from Ecology.  Watershed planning is
conducted in four phases:
1) initiation and organization of a planning unit – $50,000 for single WRIA planning units,

and up $75,000 for multi-WRIA planning units;
2) water quantity assessment and future use strategy – up to $200,000;
3) development of a watershed plan and recommendations for action – up to $250,000; and
4) implementation of the plan – up to $100,000 for each of the first three years and an

additional two-year extension of up to $50,000 for each year of the extension, for a total
phase four funding potential of $400,000.

The WRIA 14 is the Kennedy-Goldsborough watershed and is located in Mason and Thurston
counties.  The WRIA surrounds the city of Shelton, and drains into both the Hood Canal and
the furthest extremes of southern Puget Sound.  The lead agency for the WRIA 14 watershed
group is the Mason County Department of Community Development.  The initiating
governments are Mason County, Mason County Public Utilities District No. 1, the City of
Shelton, Thurston County, and the Squaxin Island Indian Tribe.

The local watershed group completed a draft plan in 2006.  However, the initiating
governments did not reach unanimous consensus and the planning process terminated.  Prior
to the termination, the WRIA 14 group had received $770,000 in grants from Ecology.

Summary:  The WRIA 14 is divided into two separate areas.  Those portions of WRIA 14
draining into the Hood Canal are designated as WRIA 14b, and other portions of WRIA 14 are
designated WRIA 14a.  Planning responsibilities for WRIA 14b are transferred to the WRIA
16 planning unit, which is located just to the north of WRIA 14 in the Skokomish-
Dosewallips watershed.  Both WRIA 14a and 14b are scheduled to receive one-half of the
planning money reserved for a single WRIA.
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Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 43 0
House 94 0

Effective:  June 12, 2008

Senate Bill Report - 2 - SB 6204


