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Brief Description:  Modifying assessed valuation requirements for the direct petition method of

annexation.

Sponsors:  Representatives Moeller and Dunn.

Brief Summary of Bill

• Lowers the assessed property valuation requirement for direct petition annexations in
cities and towns from 75 to 60 percent.

Hearing Date:  1/15/08

Staff:  Lyset Cadena (786-7291).

Background:

Multiple methods for city and town annexations are currently authorized. A summary of the
methods is as follows:
• Election method by resolution - requires approval of city or town resolutions by voters

residing in the proposed annexation area;
• Election method by petition - includes initiatives petitioned by and approved by the voters

residing in the proposed annexation area;
• Resolution method only - includes annexations for municipal purposes approved by a

majority of the city or town legislative body, or other actions not requiring voter or property
owner action; and

• Direct petition method - requires approval of direct petitions signed by property owners
comprising a specific percentage of land value without voter action.

The direct petition method annexation proceedings are commenced by filing a written notice of
intention to the city or town legislative body. A notice indicates an intent to begin the annexation
process which must be signed by the owners of at least 10 percent in value of the property for
which annexation is sought. The petition must be signed by the owners of at least 75 percent of
the land value of the property proposed for annexation.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative members
in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it constitute a
statement of legislative intent.
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Prior to the circulation of annexation petitions, the legislative body of the city or town is required
to meet with the initiating parties to determine whether the city or town will accept, reject, or
modify the proposed annexation. There is no appeal from the decision of the legislative body.

Following the filing of the required signatures with the petitioned city or town, the city or town
legislative body may set a date for a public hearing on the annexation proposal. Notification of the
hearing must be published in a local newspaper of general circulation and posted in the proposed
annexation territory. If the city or town legislative body decided to annex any or all of the territory
described in the petition, it must do so by adopting an ordinance that also establishes the
annexation effective date.

Summary of Bill:

The direct petition method annexation proceedings allow for a petition to be signed by the owners
of at least 60 percent of the land value of the property proposed for annexation.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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