Washington State BILL
House of Representatives ANALYSIS

Office of Program Research

Public Safety & Emergency
Prepar edness Committee

HB 1830

Brief Description: Creating the emergency transportation grant program.

Sponsors: Representatives O'Brien, Pearson and Anderson.
Brief Summary of Bill

»  Createsthe Emergency Transportation Grant Program to improve the ability of public and
private ambulance services to respond in the event of a disaster.

Hearing Date: 2/14/07
Staff: Alison Hellberg (786-7152).
Background:

The Department of Health (DOH) licenses ambulance services. Licensesare valid for two years
and are renewed on request if the holder has consistently complied with the applicable state
regulations and has met the needs of the area satisfactorily. Public emergency response agencies
have received increased funds to improve their ability to respond to disasters. Private ambulance
services are not eligible to receive these public funds.

Summary of Bill:

The Emergency Transportation Grant Program (Program) is established in the Department of
Community, Trade and Economic Development (Department) to improve the ability of public and
private ambulance services to respond in the event of adisaster. The Department must submit an
annual report to the Governor and the L egislature describing projects funded by the Program.

Activities and training funded through this Program must achieve measurable goalsin one or

more of the following areas:

*  the preparedness of ambulance services to meet the needs of state and local emergency
management officialsin the event of a disaster;
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»  thecapacity of ambulance services to quickly increase their service levelsto meet the
increased demand caused by a disaster; or

» theability of ambulance services to redistribute ambulances from areas unaffected by a
disaster to areas affected by the disaster.

The Department will award grants on a competitive basis. Grant applications must address:

» A description of the geographic area covered by the ambulance services, the current level of
ambulance servicesin the area, and their ability to meet the needs of the areain an event of a
disaster; and

* Anexplanation of the measurable goals to be achieved by the grant funds and a description
of the necessary performance measures needed to effectively monitor whether the goals are
being achieved.

Sixteen percent of the revenue generated from tax collected on tobacco products will be deposited
in the Emergency Transportation Grant Account to fund the Program. The Department may also
receive gifts, grants, and endowments for the use and benefit of the Program.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Requested on February 6, 2007.
Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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