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E2SSB 6874 - H COVM AMD
By Commttee on Agriculture & Natural Resources

NOT CONSI DERED 03/ 05/ 2008

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 90.90 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) In 2006, the legislature enacted chapter 6, Laws of 2006, an
act relating to water resource managenent in the Colunbia river basin.
In its enactnent, the |egislature established that a key priority of
water resource nmanagenent in the Colunbia river basin is the
devel opnent of new water supplies to neet economc and comrunity
devel opnent needs concurrent with instream fl ow needs.

(2) Consistent with this intent, the governor and the |egislature
are in agreenent with the Confederated Tribes of +the Colville
Reservation and the Spokane Tribe of Indians to support additiona
rel eases of water from Lake Roosevelt. Because the sovereign and
proprietary interests of these tribal governments are directly affected
by water levels in Lake Roosevelt, the state intends to share a portion
of the benefits derived from Lake Roosevelt water releases and to
mtigate for any inpacts such rel eases may have upon the tribes.

(3) These new releases of Lake Roosevelt water of approximtely
ei ghty-two thousand five hundred acre feet of water, increasing to no
nore than one hundred thirty-two thousand five hundred acre feet of
wat er in drought years, will bolster the state econony and will neet
the followng critical needs: New surface water supplies for farners
to replace the use of dimnishing groundwater in the Odessa aquifer
new water supplies for nunicipalities with pending water right
applications; enhanced certainty for agricultural water users wth
water rights that are interruptible during tinmes of drought; and water
to increase flows in the river when sal non need it nost.

(4) Nothing in chapter . . . , Laws of 2008 (this act) expands,
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inpairs, or otherwi se affects the existing status and sovereignty of
the tribal governnents involved in Lake Roosevelt water releases
pursuant to this section and section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 90.90 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The Colunmbia river water delivery account is created in the
state treasury. Moneys in the account may be spent only after
appropriation. The account consists of all noneys transferred or
appropriated to the account by law.  The legislature nmay appropriate
nmoneys in the account:

(a) For distributions for purposes of section 1 of this act as
provided in this section; and

(b) To the departnment of ecology for other purposes relating to
i npl ementation of sections 1 and 3 of this act.

(2) On July 1, 2008, and each July 1st thereafter for the duration
of the agreenents described in section 1 of this act, the state
treasurer shall transfer noneys fromthe general fund into the Col unbia
river water delivery account in the anmounts described in subsection (3)
of this section.

(3) Subject to appropriations, on July 1, 2008, and each July 1st
thereafter, the state treasurer shall distribute noneys from the
Col unbia river water delivery account as follows:

(a) To the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, on July
1, 2008, the sumof three mllion seven hundred seventy-five thousand
dollars; and on July 1, 2009, the sum of three mllion six hundred
twenty-five thousand dollars. Each July 1st thereafter for the
duration of the agreenent, the treasurer shall distribute an anount
equal to the previous year's distribution adjusted for inflation. The
inflation adjustnment shall be conmputed using the percentage change on
the inplicit price deflator for personal consunption expenditures for
the United States for the previous cal endar year, as conpiled by the
bureau of economi c analysis of the United States departnent of conmerce
and reported in the nost recent quarterly publication of the economc
and revenue forecast council or successor agency.

(b) To the Spokane Tribe of Indians, on July 1, 2008, the sum of
two mllion two hundred fifty thousand dollars. Each July 1st
thereafter for the duration of the agreenent, the treasurer shall
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di stribute an anobunt equal to the previous year's distribution adjusted
for inflation. The inflation adjustnment shall be conmputed using the
per cent age change in the consuner price index for the Washington state
Seattl| e- Tacoma- Brenmerton consol i dated netropolitan statistical area for
the previous calendar year as conpiled by the bureau of |abor
statistics, United States departnent of |abor, and reported in the nost
recent quarterly publication of the economc and revenue forecast
council or successor agency.

(4) The state treasurer may not distribute noneys fromthe Col unbi a
river water delivery account to a tribe pursuant to this section unless
the director of ecology has certified in witing to the state treasurer
and the legislature that the agreenent with the tribes is still in
effect.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 90.90 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Because the potential inpacts of water releases under
agreenents reached under this chapter on affected counties are unknown,
the departnent of ecology shall, by Novenber 15, 2009:

(a) Conduct an assessnent of the potential inpacts, including
recommendations for mtigation, and report to appropriate commttees of
the | egislature; and

(b) Establish a process for identifying and reporting on future
i npacts on the affected counties, and for meking recomrendations for
mtigation.

(2) Wthin the framework of Colunbia river basin water resources
managenent under this chapter, the departnent of ecol ogy shall:

(a) Provide technical assistance to help affected counties identify
and devel op conpetitive project applications to benefit both instream
and out - of - stream uses;

(b) Assist affected counties in exploring all feasible options
i ncluding policy options, to protect and preserve |ocal access to water
resources, including pursuing a nmenorandum of understanding with the
affected counties that is consistent with RCW 90. 90. 005 to effectuate
t he purposes of this section. The nenorandum of understandi ng shall be
avai |l abl e for public comment for a period of thirty days before being
signed by the departnent; and
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(c) Consider regional equity when maki ng fundi ng deci si ons on water
supply applications.

(3) As wused in this section, "affected counties" neans those
counties east of the <crest of the Cascade nountains wth an
international border, or those counties east of the crest of the
Cascade nountains that border both a county wth an international
border and a county with four hundred thousand or nore residents.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The sumof six mllion twenty-five thousand
dollars, or as nmuch thereof as nmay be necessary, is appropriated for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009, from the Colunbia river water
delivery account to the state treasurer solely for distribution as
provided in section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The sum of two mllion one hundred fifty
thousand dollars, or as mnuch thereof as nay be necessary, is
appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009, fromthe genera
fund to the Colunbia river water delivery account for the purposes
established in section 6 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) The sum of two mllion dollars is
appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009, from the
Colunmbi a river water delivery account to the departnent of ecol ogy for
distribution to affected counties as defined in section 3 of this act
to mtigate for negative inpacts caused by rel eases of Lake Roosevelt
water for the purposes described in section 1 of this act. The
criteria for allocating these funds shall be developed by the
departnment in consultation with affected | ocal governnents.

(2) The sum of one hundred fifty thousand dollars is appropriated
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009, fromthe Colunbia river water
delivery account to the departnment of ecology to retain a contractor to
perform an independent analysis of options, including |egislative
options, to protect rural comunities in northeast Washington from
di sproportionate econom c, agricultural, and environnental inpacts that
may occur when upstreamwater rights are purchased and transferred for
use, or idled and used as mtigation, in a downstream watershed or
county. Before retaining a contractor, the departnent shall consult
with affected counties as defined in section 3 of this act. The
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contractor sel ected shal

conduct the independent analysis and devel op

a report describing options and recommended actions. The departnent of

ecol ogy shall provide the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 1,

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 7.

Correct the title.

O ficial

report to the appropriate commttees of the
2008.

This act takes effect July 1, 2008."

~-- END ---
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