SB 6688 - DI GEST

Finds that, as the population of Wshington and the
popul arity  of recreational off-road vehicle use have
increased, a growing nunber of informal off-road vehicle
tracks and riding areas have energed in residential areas.
Excessive noise generated by off-road vehicle use in such
areas has affected the residents of nearby properties,
inpacting property values, health, and the ability of
residents to enjoy peace and quiet in their homes and yards.

Finds that, despite their efforts, many of those who live
in close proximty to informal off-road vehicle riding areas
have been unable to pronpt their |ocal governnents to address
noi se i ssues.

Declares an intent to strengthen provisions governing
of f-road vehicle noise and to provide tools and resources to
state agencies, |ocal governnent, and citizens, in order to
better protect individuals fromthe effects of excessive off-
road vehicle noise in residential areas.

Directs the departnent of ecology to, by June 30, 2007:
(1) Evaluate the adverse effects of off-road vehicle noise in
residential areas; and

(2) Revise the environmental noise rules and sound |evel
measur enent procedures adopted under chapter 70.107 RCW in
order to: (a) Strengthen the decibel standards applied to
of f-road vehicle noise in order to address the adverse effects
found by the departnent wunder this act; and (b) create
alternative nethods for the neasurenent of off-road vehicle
sound |l evels or alternative environnental noise standards that
would allow for the enforcenent of noise standards w thout
requiring the use of expensive equipnment or a sophisticated
nmeasur enent process.

Requires the nunicipal research council to, by June 30,
2007, devel op nodel ordi nance options for |ocal governnents,
i ncludi ng options for public disturbance noise ordi nances t hat
do not require the use of a decibel neter for enforcenent and
options for deci bel -based noi se ordi nances.

Directs the departnment of natural resources to convene a
wor king group to develop and propose policy strategies and
| egislation to address issues relating to access to public and
private lands for recreational off-road vehicle use.

Directs the wrking group to provide its policy
strategies and | egislative proposals to the appropriate policy
and fiscal conmttees of the senate and house of
representatives by Decenber 31, 2006.



