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Finds that the early years of a child s |life are critical
to the child' s healthy brain devel opnment and that the quality
of caregiving during the early years can significantly inpact
the child' s intellectual, social, and enotional devel opnent.

Declares that the purpose of this act is: (1) To
establish the departnent of early learning, the purpose of
which is to coordinate and consolidate child care and early
| earni ng prograns;

(2) To safeguard the health, safety, and well-being of
children receiving child care and early |earning services,
which is paranount over the right of any person to provide
care;

(3) To pronote the devel opnment of a sufficient nunber and
variety of adequate child care and early learning facilities,
both public and private; and

(4) To license agencies and to assure the users of such
agencies, their parents, the community at l|arge and the
agencies thenselves that adequate mninmum standards are
mai ntained by all child care and early learning facilities.



