SB 6151-S. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Finds that the departnment of ecol ogy adopted ground water
managenent subarea rules to manage aquifer depletions in the
Odessa subarea, which includes undevel oped portions of the
federal Col unbi a basin project.

Finds that deep well agricul tural irrigation was
permtted within the Odessa subarea under the expectation that
federal Colunbia basin project water would be delivered to
replace the tenporary ground water withdrawals in tine to
stabilize aquifer |evels.

Finds that because federal project water has not been
delivered as anticipated, aquifer levels have continued to
decl i ne despite departnent of ecology and conmunity efforts to
manage ground water withdrawals in a sustainabl e nmanner.

Finds that, because substantial project expansion and
aquifer recharge is a long-term effort, the continued
availability of ground water for donmestic, rnunicipal
industrial, and agricultural uses in the region is in great
j eopar dy.

Declares that imediate relief is needed to encourage
nore efficient use of water and to protect the region's
citizens from econonm c hardshi ps and public health and safety
risks that can result fromdeclining aquifer |evels.

Requires the departnent to submt a report to the
| egislature as to the status of the aquifer, participation in
t he nonuse programset forth in this act, and the outconme of
the United States bureau of reclamation's study on feasible
alternatives to Odessa groundwater use. This report nust be
submtted six nonths after conpletion of the United States
bureau of reclamation's study, which is expected to be
conpleted in February 2011. The departnment's report nust al so
suggest vi able solutions and the actions needed by the state
to nove forward with such sol utions.



