SB 5577-S.E - DIGEST

(DIGEST AS ENACTED)

Declares that the purpose of this act 1is to establish a
process by which displaced tenants would receive funds for
relocation from landlords who fail to provide safe and sanitary
housing after due notice of building code or health code
violations.

Declares that it is also the purpose of this act to provide
enforcement mechanisms to cities, towns, counties, or municipal
corporations including the ability to advance relocation funds to
tenants who are displaced as a result of a landlord's failure to
remedy building code or health code violations and later to collect
the full amounts of these relocation funds, along with interest and
penalties, from landlords.

Provides that, if a governmental agency responsible for the
enforcement of a building, housing, or other appropriate code has
notified the landlord that a dwelling will be condemned or will be
unlawful to occupy due to the existence of conditions that violate
applicable codes, statutes, ordinances, or regulations, a landlord,
who knew or should have known of the existence of these conditions,
shall be required to pay relocation assistance to the displaced
tenants except that: (1) A landlord shall not be required to pay
relocation assistance to any displaced tenant in a case in which
the condemnation or no occupancy order affects one or more dwelling
units and directly results from conditions caused by a tenant's or
any third party's illegal conduct without the landlord's prior
knowledge;

(2) A landlord shall not be required to pay relocation
assistance to any displaced tenant in a case in which the
condemnation or no occupancy order affects one or more dwelling
units and results from conditions arising from a natural disaster
such as, but not exclusively, an earthquake, tsunami, wind storm,
or hurricane; and

(3) A landlord shall not be required to pay relocation
assistance to any displaced tenant in a case 1in which a
condemnation affects one or more dwelling units and the tenant's
displacement is a direct result of the acquisition of the property
by eminent domain.

Provides that during the period from the date that a
governmental agency responsible for the enforcement of a building,
housing, or other appropriate code first notifies the landlord of
conditions that violate applicable codes, statutes, ordinances, or
regulations to the time that relocation assistance payments are
paid to eligible tenants, or the conditions leading to the
notification are corrected, the landlord may not:

(1) Evict, harass, or intimidate tenants into vacating their
units for the purpose of avoiding or diminishing application of
this act;

(2) Reduce services to any tenant; or

(3) Materially increase or change the obligations of any
tenant, including but not limited to any rent increase.



Declares that the powers and authority conferred by this act
are in addition and supplemental to powers or authority conferred
by any other law or authority, and nothing contained herein shall
be construed to preempt any local ordinance requiring relocation
assistance to tenants displaced by a landlord's failure to remedy
building code or health code wviolations.
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