HB 2645-S - DI GEST
(SUBSTI TUTED FOR - SEE 2ND SUB)

Finds that: (1) Rising costs of natural gas are creating
an econom ¢ hardship for Washington's small business and food
processing industries.

(2) Natural gas costs are wunlikely to return to
historically low |l evels of a few years ago nmaki ng i nvestnents
in energy efficiency increasingly inportant.

(3) Washington investor-owned and consuner-owned nat ural
gas utilities are uniquely well positioned to help snal
busi ness and food processors inprove the efficiency of natural
gas use and reduce current and | ong-term energy costs.

(4) The state of Washington can assist gas utility energy
efficiency efforts by providing small public utility tax
credits for installation of high-efficiency equipnment and
processes that m ght not otherw se occur.



