HB 2630 - DI GEST
(SUBSTI TUTED FOR - SEE 2ND SUB)

Provides that the <college board shall, wth the
assistance of the work force training and education
coordi nating board and a nonprofit organization that has been
established to address work force developnent issues by a
recogni zed statew de organi zati on of enployers representing a
majority of enployers in the state: (1) ldentify high demand
occupations, which are occupations where enployer demand for
wor kers exceeds the supply of qualified job applicants;

(2) Convene or wuse existing industry groups, such as
industry skill panels or other industry or occupationa
entities, to identify the skill sets that workers need in the
hi gh demand occupati ons;

(3) Devel op credentials that are recognized by
post secondary institutions and enployers statew de and that
are based on the attainment of the skill sets needed in
occupations in high demand sectors;

(4) Market the credentials or certificates to potenti al
students and enpl oyers as a way for themto advance in their
careers; and

(5) Gin recognition of the credentials or certificates
by enpl oyers.

Directs the college board to devel op and i npl ement a work
force education programknown as the opportunity grant program
to provide funding for lowincone students enrolled in the
program including but not limted to funding tuition, books,
fees, and child care expenses.

Requires the college board to: (1) Begin devel oping the
program no |later than March 15, 2006, with student enroll nent
to begin no later than January 1, 2007; and

(2) Submt a progress report to the fiscal and higher
education conmttees of the |legislature by January 15, 2008.

Appropri ates the sum of seventy-five thousand dollars, or
as much thereof as may be necessary, for the fiscal year
endi ng June 30, 2007, fromthe general fund to the state board
for community and technical colleges for the purposes of this
act. Expenditure of noneys appropriated in this provision is
contingent on receipt of matching funds from a nonstate
sour ce.

Appropriates the sumof five mllion dollars, or as nuch
t hereof as may be necessary, for the fiscal year ending June
30, 2007, from the general fund to the state board for
communi ty and technical colleges for the purposes of this act.

Appropri ates the sum of seventy-five thousand dollars, or
as much thereof as may be necessary, for the fiscal year
endi ng June 30, 2007, fromthe general fund to the Washi ngton
institute for public policy for the purposes of this act.



