HB 2537-S - DI GEST

(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Provides that by January 1, 2007, the departnment shall
devel op and begin a pilot programto allow enployers to assi st
workers in conpleting an application for benefits . This pil ot
program does not replace the current method for reporting as
provi ded in RCW51. 28. 020.

Directs the departnent to develop requirenents or rules
for enployers who participate in the pilot program including
provisions to ensure pronpt reporting of the claim and
comuni cating a worker's rights and responsibilities under the
pil ot program The pilot program shall include the voluntary
participation of enployers that represent a cross-section of
i ndustries, geographic areas, union and nonunion workers,
| arge and smal |l businesses, and other criteria established by
the departnent with input of business and | abor | eaders.

Provides that, during the pilot period, the departnent
shal | consider steps to address the unique needs and issues of
smal | enpl oyers.

Decl ares that the nunber of participating enployers nust
not be nore than five hundred during the first year of the
pil ot program This nunber may be increased to seven hundred
fifty during the second year of the pilot program

Provides that the pilot programexpires July 1, 2009.



