HB 2395 - DI GEST
(SUBSTI TUTED FOR - SEE 1ST SUB)

Finds that there is a |lack of commobn understandi ng anong
vi cti madvocates, child welfare authorities, |aw enforcenent,
and the courts in dealing with the effects of donestic
vi ol ence on famlies. Problens raised by donestic violence are
conpounded by differing perspectives about how to address its
i npact on famlies.

Finds that di scussion and resolution of t hese
perspectives is essential to the commobn goal of protecting
children. Efforts to enhance the safety and support of
nonof f endi ng parents |lead to increased safety and well -being
for children.

Finds that in cases of child abuse or neglect, reasonable
intervention should include routine screening for donestic
vi ol ence and, in cases where donestic violence is indicated,
reasonable intervention should also include a conprehensive
assessnment regarding the risk posed by the offender, and
referrals to appropriate services and relevant intervention
for every famly nenber.

Acknowl edges the efforts of the Washington state gender
and justice conmssion in its work on the Washington state
coordi nated response protocol project and the tenplate for
coordinated response to child maltreatment and donestic
vi ol ence.



