HB 2395-S - DI GEST
(AS OF HOUSE 2ND READI NG 2/ 09/ 06)

Finds that there is a |lack of commobn understandi ng anong
vi ctimadvocates, child welfare authorities, |aw enforcenent,
and the courts in dealing with the effects of donestic
vi ol ence on famlies. Problens raised by donestic violence are
conpounded by differing perspectives about how to address its
i npact on famlies.

Finds that di scussion and resolution of t hese
perspectives is essential to the commobn goal of protecting
children. Efforts to enhance the safety and support of
nonof f endi ng parents |lead to increased safety and well -being
for children.

Finds that in cases of child abuse or neglect, reasonable
intervention should include appropriate training for
individuals in agencies involved with domestic violence,
routine screening for donestic violence, and referrals to
appropriate services and relevant intervention for every
fam |y nenber. The |egislature acknow edges the efforts of the
Washi ngton state gender and justice comm ssion in its work on
t he WAshi ngton state coordi nated response protocol project and
devel oping a tenplate for regional and local protocols for
coordinated response to child nmaltreatnment and donestic
vi ol ence.

Acknowl edges the efforts of the Washington state gender
and justice conmssion in its work on the Washington state
coordi nated response protocol project and the tenplate for
coordinated response to child maltreatnment and donestic
vi ol ence.

Provi des that the departnent shall, in collaboration with
experts in the field of donestic violence and advocates for
victinms of domestic violence, reviewits current policies and
procedures for intake, risk assessnent, referrals, and
investigation to determ ne whether they provide an adequate
and appropriate neans of screening cases to determ ne the
presence, extent, and inpact of donestic violence on the
heal th, safety, and welfare of the children who are the
subjects of the reports of alleged abuse and neglect. The
review shall include, but is not limted to, nethods and tools
for: (1) ldentifying indicators of donmestic violence;

(2) Interview ng techniques that do not increase the risk
of danger to the adult victimof domestic violence or child;

(3) ldentifying protective factors and behavi ors that may
reduce the risk of harmto the child;

(4) Appropriate interventions and referrals for nenbers
of the famly.

Requires the departnent to report to the Washington state
coordi nated response protocol project by June 1, 2007,



regarding the results of its review and what changes the
departnment rmade or will be making to inprove its screening and
i nvestigation of cases, to determne if donestic violence is a
contributing factor to child abuse or neglect and any training
needed to inplenent the changes. The Washington state
coordi nated response protocol project shall report the
information received fromthe departnment to the |egislature by
July 1, 2007.



