HB 1672 - DI GEST
(SUBSTI TUTED FOR - SEE 1ST SUB)

Requires each hospital to establish a witten patient
care activities program that addresses patient handling wth
input from the safe patient handling commttee to prevent
nmuscul oskel etal disorders anong health care workers and
injuries to patients. As part of this program a hospital
must: (1) Inplement a no manual |[ift policy for all shifts and
units of the hospital;

(2) Conduct a patient handling hazard assessnent. This
assessnent shoul d consider such variabl es as patient-handling
tasks, types of nursing units, patient populations, and the
physi cal environnent of patient care areas;

(3) Develop a process to identify patients that require
the appropriate use of the no manual |ift policy;

(4) Train staff on policies and equipnment and devices
before inplenentation and at | east annually or as changes are
made to the patient care activities programor type or nmake of
equi pnent bei ng used; and

(5) Conduct an annual performance evaluation of the
programto prevent nuscul oskel etal disorders to determ ne the
programis effectiveness according to the reduction of
nmuscul oskel etal disorder clainms and days of lost work for
nmuscul oskel et al di sorder purposes and nake reconmendations to
increase the program s effectiveness.

Provi des that a hospital enployee who refuses a patient
care activity due to concerns about either enployee or patient
safety or the lack of trained |ift team personnel or equipnent

may not, based upon the refusal, be the subject of
di sciplinary action by the hospital or hospital managers or
enpl oyees.

Takes effect July 1, 2006.



