HB 1672-S. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Provides that, by February 1, 2007, each hospital nust
establish a safe patient handling conmmttee either by creating a
new conmmttee or assigning the functions of a safe patient
handling conmittee to an existing conmttee. The purpose of
the commttee is to design and recomend the process for
i npl enmenting a safe patient handling program At |east half of
the nmenbers of the safe patient handling cormmittee shall be
frontline nonmanagerial enployees who provide direct care to
patients unless doing so will adversely affect patient care.

Provi des that, by Decenber 1, 2007, each hospital nust
establish a safe patient handling program As part of this
program a hospital nust: (1) Inplenent a safe patient
handling policy for all shifts and units of the hospital.
| mpl enentation of the safe patient handling policy nmay be
phased-in with the acquisition of equipnent under this act;

(2) Conduct a patient handling hazard assessnent. This
assessnent shoul d consider such variabl es as patient-handling
tasks, types of nursing units, patient populations, and the
physi cal environnent of patient care areas;

(3) Develop a process to identify the appropriate use of
the safe patient handling policy based on the patient's
physi cal and nedi cal condition and the availability of lifting
equi pnent or lift teams. The policy shall include a neans to
address circunstances wunder which it wuld be nedically
contraindicated to use |ifting or transfer aids or assistive
devices for particular patients;

(4) Conduct an annual performance evaluation of the
program to determne its effectiveness, with the results of
the wevaluation reported to the safe patient handling
comm ttee. The eval uation shall determ ne the extent to which
i npl emrentation of the program has resulted in a reduction in
nmuscul oskel etal disorder <clains and days of lost work
attributable to nuscul oskel etal disorder caused by patient
handling, and include recomendations to increase the
program s effectiveness; and

(5) When devel oping architectural plans for constructing
or renodeling a hospital or a unit of a hospital in which
patient handling and novenent occurs, consider the feasibility
of incorporating patient handling equipnent or the physical
space and construction design needed to incorporate that
equi pnent at a later date.

Provides that a hospital shall develop procedures for
hospital enployees to refuse to perform or be involved in
patient handling or novenent that the hospital enployee
believes in good faith will expose a patient or a hospital
enpl oyee to an unacceptable risk of injury. A hospital



enpl oyee who in good faith follows the procedure devel oped by
the hospital in accordance with this provision shall not be
the subject of disciplinary action by the hospital for the
refusal to performor be involved in the patient handling or
novenent .

Provides that, by January 1, 2007, the departnent shal
develop rules to provide a reduced workers' conpensation
prem um for hospitals that inplenment a safe patient handling
program The rules shall include any requirenents for
obtai ning the reduced prem umthat nust be net by hospitals.

Requi res the departnent to conplete an eval uation of the
results of the reduced premium including changes in claim
frequency and costs, and shall report to the appropriate
commttees of the legislature by Decenber 1, 2010, and 2012.



