
HB 1187.E - DIGEST

(DIGEST AS ENACTED)

Finds that emerging research on brain development indicates
that adolescent brains, and thus adolescent intellectual and
emotional capabilities, differ significantly from those of mature
adults.  It is appropriate to take these differences into
consideration when sentencing juveniles tried as adults.

Finds that applying mandatory minimum sentences for juveniles
tried as adults prevents trial court judges from taking these
differences into consideration in appropriate circumstances.

Intends to eliminate the application of mandatory minimum
sentences under RCW 9.94A.540 to juveniles tried as adults, and to
continue to apply all other adult sentencing provisions to
juveniles tried as adults.
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