VETO MESSAGE ON SB 6411
March 29, 2006

To the Honor abl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| am returning, wthout my approval, Senate Bill No. 6411
entitled:

"AN  ACT Rel ati ng to col l ective bar gai ni ng
agreenents. "

This bill allows bargaining a contract of up to six years for
public enployees who are covered by the Public Enployees’
Collective Bargaining Act (PECBA). The intent of the
legislation is to provide stability and lower costs for
smaller local governnmental entities. However, current |aw
restricts contracts under PECBA to a three-year duration.

PECBA covers minly city, county and |ocal governnent
enpl oyees. It also includes several state enployee groups,
including state troopers, the University of Wshington Print
Shop, and several other higher education classified units. At
| east one of the state enployee groups covered by the PECBA
has binding interest arbitration - state troopers. In
addition, hone health care workers, and famly childcare
providers, who are also covered by PECBA, have binding
interest arbitration. This dispute resolution mechani smcoul d
lead to settlenents that violate the principle that the state
cannot obligate future |legislatures beyond the current
bi enni um

If an inposed settlenent violated this principle, court

chal l enges could ensue. Wiile | understand that current |aw
all ows for contracts to exceed the two-year budget cycle, this
was not an issue of concern for the state until |ast year when

changes in the state troopers' bargaining law allowed for
bar gai ni ng over wages and benefits. In the | ast several years,
the addition of collective bargaining rights for hone care
workers and family child care workers also increases the
I'i kelihood of |egal challenges over contract duration.

If legislation were introduced in the next session wth
provisions to address the above concerns regarding state

enpl oyee groups, | would certainly |ook nuch nore favorably on
the bill.
For these reasons, | have vetoed Senate Bill No. 6411 in its

entirety.



Respectful ly submtted,
Christine O Gegoire
Gover nor



