VETO MESSAGE ON HB 1290- S2
May 17, 2005

To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Wshi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enmen:

| am returning, wthout my approval as to Section 5, Engrossed
Second Substitute House Bill No. 1290 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to community nmental health services.”

Section 5 specifies that there should be a mni numof eight and a
maxi mum of fourteen community nental health Regional Support
Net wor ks. This section is also included in Section 805 of
Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill 5763. It is not necessary
to include the sane | anguage in both bills.

Sections 12 and 13 of Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill No.
1290 require the Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) to
establish newrul es and policies. Those rul es and policies concern
expediting new applications or reinstating Medicaid benefits for
persons wth nental health disorders discharged from an
institutional setting such as jails, state correction facilities,
or state hospitals. The 2005-2007 state operating budget passed by
the Legislature may not have provided sufficient funding to
i npl ement sections 12 and 13. Rather than veto these sections due
to insufficient funding, | am directing the DSHS to phase in the
new procedures on a statew de basis and continue to evaluate the
fundi ng needs as the programis inpl enent ed.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Section 5 of Engrossed Second
Substitute House Bill No. 1290. Wth the exception of Section 5,
Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill No. 1290 is approved.

Respectful ly subm tted,
Christine O Gegoire
Gover nor



