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ENGROSSED SENATE BI LL 5179

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2006 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Mrton, Jacobsen, Sheldon and Stevens

Read first time 01/17/2005. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Ocean & Recreation.

AN ACT Relating to forest health; creating new sections; and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) A work group is created to study
opportunities to inprove the forest health issues enunerated in RCW
76.06.140 that are facing forest land in Washington and to help the
comm ssioner of public |ands develop a strategic plan under section 3,
chapter 218, Laws of 2004. The work group may, if deenmed necessary,
identify and focus on regions of the state where forest health issues
enunerated in section 1 of this act are the nost critical.

(2)(a) The work group is conprised of individuals selected on the
basis of their know edge of forests, forest ecol ogy, or forest health
issues and, if determned by the comm ssioner of public lands to be
necessary, should represent a mx of individuals wth know edge
regarding specific regions of the state. Menbers of the work group
shall be appointed by the comm ssioner of public lands, unless
ot herwi se specified, and shall i nclude:

(1) The commssioner of public lands or the comm ssioner's
desi gnee, who shall serve as chair;
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(1i) Arepresentative of a statewide industrial tinber |andowner's
group;

(ti1) A landowner representative from the small forest |andowner
advi sory comm ttee established in RCW76.13. 110;

(iv) Arepresentative of a college within a state university that
specializes in forestry or natural resources science;

(v) A representative of an environnental organization;

(vi) A representative of a county that has within its borders
state-owned forest lands that are known to suffer from the forest
heal t h deficiencies enunerated in RCW 76. 06. 140;

(vii) Arepresentative of the Washington state departnment of fish
and wildlife;

(viii) A forest hydrol ogist, an entonol ogist, and a fire ecol ogi st,
i f avail abl e;

(i1x) A representative of the governor appointed by the governor;
and

(x) A representative of a professional forestry organization.

(b) In addition to the nmenbership of the work group outlined in
this section, the conm ssioner of public lands shall also invite the
full and equal participation of:

(1) Arepresentative of a tribal governnent |ocated in a region of
the state where the forest health issues enunerated in RCW 76. 06. 140
are present; and

(1i) Arepresentative of both the United States forest service and
the United States fish and wildlife service stationed to work primarily
i n Washi ngt on.

(3) The work group shall:

(a) Determ ne whether the goals and requirenents of chapter 76.06
RCW are being net with regard to the identification, designation, and
reduction of significant forest insect and disease threats to public
and private forest resources, and whether the provisions of chapter
76.06 RCWare the nost effective and appropriate way to address forest
heal t h i ssues;

(b) Study what incentives could be used to assist |andowners with
the costs of creating and mai ntaining forest health;

(c) ldentify opportunities and barriers for inproved prevention of
| osses of public and private resources to forest insects, diseases
wi nd, and fire;
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(d) Assist the conmm ssioner in developing a strategic plan under
section 3, chapter 218, Laws of 2004 for increasing forest resistance
and resilience to forest insects, disease, wnd, and fire in
Washi ngt on;

(e) Develop funding alternatives for consideration by the
| egi sl ature;

(f) Explore possible opportunities for the state to enter into
cooperative agreenents with the federal governnent, or other avenues
for the state to provide input on the managenent of federally owned
 and i n WAshi ngt on;

(g) Devel op recommendations for the proper treatnment of infested
and fire and wi nd danmaged forests on public and private lands within
the context of working with interdisciplinary teans under the forest
practices act to ensure that forest health is achieved with the
protection of fish, wldlife, and other public resources;

(h) Analyze the state noxi ous weed control statutes and procedures
(chapter 17.10 RCW and the extrene hazard regul ati ons adopted under
the forest protection laws, to determne if the policies and procedures
of these laws are applicable, or could serve as a nodel to support
i nproved forest health; and

(i) Recomrend whether the work group shoul d be extended beyond the
time that the required report has been submtted.

(4) The work group shall submt to the departnent of natural
resources and the appropriate standing commttees of the |egislature,
no |l ater than Decenber 30, 2006, its findings and recommendations for
| egislation that is necessary to inplenent the findings.

(5) The departnment of natural resources shall provide technical and
staff support from existing staff for the work group created by this
section.

(6) The work group is required to hold a m nimum of five neetings,
at diverse locations throughout the state, to gather public input
regardi ng the group's proposed | egislation.

(7) This section expires June 30, 2007.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
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June 30, 2006,
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in the omi bus appropriations act,

~-- END ---

this act

is null

and
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