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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8021

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators ke, Eide, Swecker, Kastama, Schm dt, Roach, Benson,
Brandl and, Fi nkbei ner, Schoesler, Parlette, Esser, Delvin, Sheldon,
Kohl - Wl | es, Kline, Rockefeller, Rasnussen, Thi baudeau and Shin

Read first time 02/25/2005. Referred to Commttee on GCovernnent
Operations & El ections.

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UN TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, Over the course of our nation's mlitary history, tens of
t housands of war dogs served during World War |, Wrld War |1, Korea,
Vietnam the @lf War, Bosnia, Kosovo peacekeeping operations, and
coalition operations in Afghani stan and Iraq; and

VWHEREAS, These war dogs were specifically trained for jobs I|ike
scout, sentry, tracker, mne and booby trap detection, tunnel, water
patrol, coast guard, nessenger, and search and rescue; and

WHEREAS, Anerican's war dog teans have a |ong and | egendary history
of courage, heroism and sacrifice on thousands of foreign fields of
battle and are credited with saving countless nunbers of I|ives of
Anmericans, allies, and nonconbantants; and

VWHEREAS, War dogs have significantly reduced the eneny's capacity
to sabotage or destroy war equi pnent worth billions of dollars; and
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VWHEREAS, War dogs work for food, water, and the |love, loyalty, and
bond of their handlers; and

VWHEREAS, At the end of Wrld War Il the thousands of mlitary
wor ki ng dogs were hailed as heroes and discharged from the mlitary
service and returned to the United States where many were repatriated
with the famlies that donated them while others were released to the
custody of their handlers to live the rest of their lives in peace; and

WHEREAS, During the Vietnam War, however, all dogs were classified
as equi pnent and deened expendabl e and nost of the surviving dogs were
either transferred to the South Vietnam Arny for duty or euthanized,
and

VWHEREAS, The loving bond and extrene |oyalty between dog and
handler is wunconditional and imreasurable and it was extrenely
difficult for the handlers in Vietnamto | eave their dogs behind; and

WHEREAS, A National War Dog Team Menorial will give those handlers
and ot her soldiers who relied on war dogs for their safety and survival
the opportunity to have an enduring tribute to their |oyal and |oving
conpani ons and protectors; and

WHEREAS, War dog handl ers have joined together to create and fund
a fitting nenorial to war dogs to be placed in Washington, D.C ;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
President and Congress of the United States wll take the action
necessary to authorize the placenment of the National War Dog Menori al
in a location of honor in Washington, D.C

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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