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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8019

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Shin, Rasnmussen, Rockefeller, Winstein, Kastam, Kohl-
Welles, Pridenore, Berkey, Doumt, MAuliffe, Franklin, Keiser
Regal a, Fairley, Prentice, Jacobsen, Fraser and Haugen

Read first tinme 02/21/2005. Referred to Conmttee on Internationa
Trade & Econom c Devel opnent.

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE UNI TED STATES TRADE
REPRESENTATI VE, AMBASSADOR ROBERT B. ZCELLI CK:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The trade |iberalization efforts of the early 1990s and
trade agreenents such as the North Anmerican Free Trade Agreenent and
the World Trade Organization Uruguay Round agreenents have increased
the role of state policymakers in international trade decisions; and

VWHEREAS, Trade liberalization has transformed the historical state-
federal division of power and taxed state agency resources in dealing
with the world marketplace; and

VWHEREAS, Recent trade agreenents have proceeded beyond di scussion
of tariffs and quotas and now address governnent regul ation, taxation,
procurenent, and econom c devel opnent policies that are inplenented at
state and | ocal levels; and
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WHEREAS, States often lack a clearly defined institutional trade
policy structure, making it difficult to handle requests fromtrading
partners and federal agencies and to articulate a unified state stance
on trade issues; and

VWHEREAS, International |awsuits may be brought agai nst states and
governnments found to be in violation of trade agreenents; and

VWHEREAS, There is no clear precedent or structure for federal -state
trade policy consultations; and

VWHEREAS, Many state and | ocal executive, legislative, and judicial
branch officials have voiced the need for an informed, nonpartisan
trade policy dialogue on a national |evel; and

VWHEREAS, Federal-state communication and cooperation in the
i npl erentati on of trade agreenents is needed now nore than ever before;
and

WHEREAS, |In August 2004, the Intergovernnmental Policy Advisory
Commttee, a state-appointed advisory commttee to the United States
Trade Representative, recommended that a Federal-State Internationa
Trade Policy Conmm ssion would be an ideal resource for objective trade
policy analysis and would foster communi cati on anong federal and state
trade policy officials; and

VWHEREAS, The creation of a federal-state trade policy
infrastructure would assist states in understanding the scope of
f eder al trade efforts and wuld assist federal agencies in
under standi ng the various state trade processes;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully request that the
United States Trade Representative create a Federal -State International
Trade Policy Comm ssion with nenbership to be drawn from federal and
state trade policy officials.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the Anbassador Robert B. Zoellick, United States Trade
Representative, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each nmenber of Congress fromthe
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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