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SENATE BI LL 6575

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Rasnussen, Roach, Kastama, Brandland, Berkey, Doumt,
Rockefeller, Shin and Franklin; by request of Departnment of Agriculture

Read first tinme 01/16/2006. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Rural Econom c Devel opnent .

AN ACT Relating to accessory uses on agricultural |l|ands; and
anmendi ng RCW 36. 70A. 177.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW36.70A. 177 and 2004 ¢ 207 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A county or a city may use a variety of innovative zoning
techniques in areas designated as agricultural lands of long-term
commercial significance under RCW 36. 70A. 170. The innovative zoning
techni ques should be designed to conserve agricultural [Iands and
encourage the agricultural econony. Except as provided in subsection
(3) of this section, a county or city should encourage nonagri cul tural
uses to be limted to | ands with poor soils or otherw se not suitable
for agricultural purposes.

(2) Innovative zoning techniques a county or city may consider
i nclude, but are not limted to:

(a) Agricultural zoning, which limts the density of devel opnent
and restricts or prohibits nonfarm uses of agricultural |and and may
all ow accessory uses, including nonagricultural related uses, that
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support, pronote, or sustain agricultural operations and production, as
provi ded in subsection (3) of this section;

(b) Custer zoning, which all ows new devel opnment on one portion of
the land, leaving the remainder in agricultural or open space uses;

(c) Large |lot zoning, which establishes as a mninum| ot size the
anount of |and necessary to achieve a successful farm ng practice;

(d) Quarter/quarter zoning, which permts one residential dwelling
on a one-acre mnimum/l ot for each one-sixteenth of a section of |and;
and

(e) Sliding scale zoning, which allows the nunber of lots for
single-famly residential purposes with a mninumlot size of one acre
to increase inversely as the size of the total acreage increases.

(3)((2))) Accessory uses allowed under subsection (2)(a) of this
section shall conply with the foll ow ng:

((6))) (a) Accessory uses shall be | ocated, designed, and operated
so as not to interfere with natural resource |and uses and shall ((be
accessory to the growing of crops or raising of aninmals)) comply with
the goals and requirenents of this chapter;

((+)) (b) Accessory ((eerreretral—oer—+etatt)) uses ((shat-
predom nately produce, store, or sell regionally produced)) nay
include:

(i) Agricultural activities, including but not limted to the
production, storage, distribution, and marketing of agricultural
products fromone or nore producers, products derived from ((regienal))
agricul tural producti on, agriculturally related experiences, or
products produced on-site((-

st+te)), including support services that facilitate these uses; and

((++))) (ii) Nonagricultural related activities as long as they
are conpatible in size, scale, and intensity wth, and wll not
interfere wwth, the agricultural use of the property and nei ghboring
properties; and

(c) Accessory uses nmay operate out of existing or new buildings
with parking and other supportive uses consistent with the size
((and)), scale, and intensity of the existing agricultural use of the
property and the existing buildings on the site but shall not otherw se
convert agricul tural land to nonagricul tural uses. Unl ess
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predom nately used for reqgionally produced agricultural products, any
new bui l di ngs, parking, or supportive uses shall not be | ocated outside
the general area already devel oped for buildings and residential uses.

(((b el ud m o ¥
Cnehuding | Lirited to:
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